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To a Scandalous Pamphler, Iniculed, 


The Spirit of Ecdleftaſticks all Sefts, and | 

_ to the Doftrines.of Morality ; And more articuarly = 6 

"The * "+ 0 Ancient Fathers of the Church; Ex —M 
Monſ. BARBEYRAC, . 


IN WHICH „ 
The 8 are Vindicated, the groſs Falſhoods ;- _ 
of that Writer expoſed, and his innumerable In» - 2 
conſiſtences, as well as thoſe of the Independent 2 


* 


Whig his Infidel Prefacer, are fully laid open. 7 5, =» 


By Zicnaiy Grey, LE. P. Rector of Houghton 
 Congueſt in Bedfordſhire. 0 RY 
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| The Second Ediion coretd deln. po 


w which i added, 
APREPFACE, In Anfwer WM. Barbeyrar's 
Short Invective againſt Dr. Waterland, 
8 to * laſt French Edition of Pafe 
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BRSONSIEUR Barbera from his 
Notes upon Pufendorf and Gro- 
Aus, has ade! a great Reputa- 
tion as a Czvzlian; in which, as I 
am far from envying him; ſo 
ſhould I be as far from endeavouring to dimi- 
niſh it, had he not gone beyond his Line, and 
in a moſt Unchriſtian, as well as Unſcholgr-like 
manner, attempted to rob others of that Glo- 
ry, which they had much more deſervedly ac- 
quired. He has traduced ſome of the greateſt 
of the Fathers, and repreſented them as. Men, 
without- Senſe, Judgment, or Underſtanding. 
And yet, tis apparent to thoſe who ate 5 
verſant in the Writings even of the Father 
the third and fourth Centuries, that tho” in bo. 
rity of Stile they might not come up to the 
Writers of Elder Times, yet they equall d. if 
not excell'd, eyen in that reſpect, the beſt of the 
Heathen Writers of the ſame: Ages, in which 
they themſclyes flouriſhed, But ta uſe the 
Words of a late learned Divine, much better 
"On in the Antiquities of the Church, 
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WW - P R E FACE. 
Ref than 1 can pretend to be, (a) granting that 
there is a want of Delicacy, and a Modern 
„Turn in the Writers of truly Primitive An- 
2 tiquity; yet that is amply compenſated by 
© abundance of Integrity, and by a pure unin- 
© texeſted Conveyance of uſeful Truths to us. 
What the Scriptures have 'dtawn in Mſinin- 
© ture, the Fathers have repreſented in the juſt 
© Proportions of Life ; and if for any ſuppoſed 
Defect of Oratory, or Reaſoning, we will go 
© on by negle& theſe valuable Treaſures; we 
ma (if we pleaſe) of our Taſte and 
g Ken * our regard to Religion will be 
very queſtionable. Whatever Commenda- 
< tions may be due to ſome of theſe ancicnt 
© Writers, for Eloquence or Learning; to 
5 Tertullian, e. g. for his ſarcaſtical and point- 
< ed Wit; to Origen, or Clemens Alexandrinus, 
< for the Infinity of their Reading, and Strength 
of their Judgment; yet I cannot but think, 
_ © that theſe are improper Topicks, whereup- 
© on to celebrate their Pious bours. The 
a © Simplicit of the Goſpel, and the Sincerity 
 .+ F* wherewith they have opened and convey'd 
3 © to us the whole Scheme of its Sacred Inftitu- 
5 < tions, are their peculiar Eulggies. Whether 
© they were, or were not Men of the moſt 
© ſearching Judgment, the moſt lowing Elo- 
'* quence, or the fineſt Wit, is ctr to 
their Character as Witneſſes and Guardians of 
the Truths committed to them. Il they are 


( 4D Nath, Marſhal”; Preface to his Trayſlatie of Saint Cy- 
prian. P. 8, 9 
found 
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« found faithful-in- this Point, and have truly 
© repreſented, what required no mighty Ta- 
© lents to repreſent it truly; we gain from 
them what is more conſiderable, than any 
© Elegancies of Dreſs and Ornament, or any 
© Amuſements, which might entertain a Rea- 
der, more Nice than Wiſe, and more Curious 
© than Pious. And yet afterall, I will venture 
to tell our great Admirers of fine Thought, 
and Diction; that conſidering the Times they 
< lived in, even the Eloquence of the Fathers, 
© was by no means contemptible. The great 
© Deſign of that Talent, is agreed to be per- 
© ſuading ; be who uſes Means which are beſt 
fitted for that End, is Maſter of the trueft 
* Rhetorick. Now if we judge of their Elo- 
< quence by this Rule, it will ſtand entitled 
to the higheſt Applauſes, and may vie with 
© that of Cicero, and Demoſthenes, in its known 
Effects. Thoſe renowned Maſters could not 
© boaſt of more Succeſs and Efficacy, than what 
attended the Diſcourſes and Writings of ec- 
© cleſiaſtical Orators : Their Addreſs and Skill 
© were equal to the Work they had for them 
© and their People hung upon their Lips and 
Pens, with an Attention and Reyerence, 
equal to any paid by the Athenians and Ro- 
* mans, to their Enchanting Demagogues. 
© Wherefore though we dwell not much up- 
on this Topick of Commendation, becauſe 
l it is not the peculiar nor proper Praiſe of 
© our venerable Authors; yet it was fit to men- 
tion it, were it only to'ſhew, that we do 
8 not 


F 
not quit Claim to it. And theſe are the 
© Perſons who have the honour. of being terribly 
* abuſed by Monſieur Barbeyrac. Which ſure, 
muſt be owing either to an inbred Rancour to 
| thoſe pious and good Men, for their ſtrict and 
ſeddy Adherence to the Dictates of their Con- 
ſeiences, guided by the unerring Rule of God's 
Word; or to ſpeak the moſt favourably of it, 
to a thorough Ignorance of the Subject, upon 
which he was treating. He might upon a pro- 
per Search have been ſupplied with much bet- 
ter Materials, for the Compiling his Hiſtorical 
and Critical Account of the Science of Morality, 
from many of thoſe Fathers, whom he has treat- 
ed in ſo contemptible a manner, than from all 
his Pagan and Tafidel Writers put together. - 
I don't find, that even the keeneſt of their 
Adyverſaries, (beſore M. Barbeyrac) how defec- 
tive ſoe yer they might think them in /pecula- 
tive Points, have ever pretended to take them 
to task on account of their Morality. © 
Nor has their Tefimomy been ever call'd in 
queſtion, by any, but ſuch, as had themſelves 
no Reputation to loſe, or whole Teſtimon) was 
not worthy to be admitted in any Caſe what - 
ſoever. 1 8 as. Ow: ee 
The very Learned and Reverend Doctor 
Writerland (to whom every true and ſincere 
Chriſtian is highly indebted, for his admirable 
Defences of the Chriſtian Religion, againſt the 
moſt. unreaſonable Attacks of the | Hereticks, 
Defts, and Infidels of the preſent Age) has in 
x late Piece excellently, well defended the Wri- 
20 2 tings 


PREFACE. vii 

tings of thoſe pious Martyrs and Cunfeſſors, has 
ſhewn the true uſe of eccleſiaſtical Antiquity in 
ſeveral reſpetcts, and has proved at the ſame 
time, in relation to M. Barbeyrac, that () 
© Beſides his too often deceiving himſelf and 
© others with falſe Facts, even thoſe that ate 
true in part, or in the main, are ſeldom pla- 
© cedin a true Light by him. That every real 
or ſeeming Fault of the Antients, is rhetori- 
© rally aggravated; the hardeſt Conſtruction 
commonly put upon it, and no favourable 
«Allowance made to qualify: But after ſaying 
the unkindeſt things, which he had any Co- 
© lour for, and a great deal of Art uſed to con- 
6 trive ſach Colour, he forgets to afford them 
their due Praiſes in any thing, to counter- 
< ballance the Obloquy. So that were a Rea» 
der to form his Idea of the Fathers, only from 
« What he finds in that Repreſentation, he 
* would go near to make it the reverſe of their 
© true Character. And had that leamed Au- 
thor been at leiſure to have purſued him th 
every Inſtance, he would have ſtript him of his 
borrow d Feathers, —_ 8 to be (what 
in reality he is) a Novice in Chriſta 
Miller, To theſe Animadverſions of Dr. 
Waterland, I find this learned Cruilian, has 
thought fit to Reply : But he has done it-in 
fo trifling and ſuperficial a manner, that it is 
ſcarce worth the mentioning. His Reply confifts 
of about three Pages in Octavo, prefix d to a 
(a). Ste Chapter the 7th, of Dr. Waterland's Importance of | the 
pe, mig. p 3 ee eee 9 
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Irbective may be called an Anſwer, ex 
is undeſerving of that Title. He has thought 
Kt to paſs over in Silence, every ObjeQion that 
the Doctor had made, to his Treatiſe, Of the 
Morality of the Fathers; but to ſapply that 
DefeR, has plentifully abuſed him, in almoſt 
every Line, for preſuming to take a Man of 
his great Learning, Abilities and Worth to 
eaſed as if he was privileged to fay what he 
ceaſed upon ever Sub (whether qualifi- 
| 20 or unqualified for it) out being; called | 

to. an Account. 
This Age, as bad as it is, (and in ſome reſpots 
I thiok there could not be a worſe) is an in- 
we one: In which, unleſs Noiſe and Blu- 
may be allowed to paſs for ſolid Reaſon- 
ing, or hard Words and ill Language for De- 
monſtration, I fear, our learned Civilian will 
gain but little Ap plauſe for this part of his laſt 
Performance; which, tho“ ſhort, is well ſtored 
with of this Kind. But toconvince 
the Reader, that what I ſay is true, I ſhall 
take the liberty of giving him our Autbor's 
Tevetiive at length. He informs us, (% -That 


42 2 irs de P Homme, & de Citoien. Par Jean Bur. 
p. 9, Kc. Amſterdam, 173. 
7 Jen dis ant ant d'un autre Cenſeur, r fler. 
e; que par ! Extract, qu'on a donne, dans la Bibliotheque | 
itannique, d'un de ſes Ferit Polemiques, od il 5 eſt dechaine en 
ſa Langue contre Moi, à Poccaſion d une Matiere qui n'a aucun 
op Loren? den 7 1 ſur la Fo 2 
gf qu" t d' apeller une parce A ne te- 
moignr vn pour cs Ancies Dato arg N veg, 5 
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he bad not known the Inſults of this Critic, had it 
not been from an Abſtrat? he met with in the 
Bibliotheca Britanica, from one of his Polemical 
Pieces, in which, he [viz. Dr. Waterland] has 
moſt bitterly 2 [unchain'd, or let him- 
ſelf looſe] again 


iſt bim in treating upon a Subject, 
which. has nothing to do*with thoſe which he has 
handled. in his Treatiſe File Morality of the Fa- 
thers. Which (it ſeems) the Doctor is pleaſed to 
call a Satyr, becauſe he has preſumed to expreſs 
no blind Reſpect for thoſe ancient Teachers. 

Good Man! vety much heated he is, that 
the Doctor ſhould preſume to mention his Name 
in a Book, the Subject of which he thinks bas 
nothing to do with his Treatiſe, Of the Mora- 
lity of the Fathers. But this is but his ſingle 
Opinion, and I fear he is too much prejudiced 
in hig own Fayour, to be admitted as a com- 
petent Judge in this Caſe, The Teſtimony of 
the Fathers, is ſure of great Uſe, to confirm 
the Importance of the Doctrine of the Trinity, (the 
Subject upon which Dr. Waterland was then 
ns) And if they were deſective in point 
of Morality, (which the Doctor has fully diſ- 

proved) their Teſtimony could not have car- 
ried that Weight along with it, as at preſent 
it does. But he complains of Mal Treatment 
from the Doctor; becauſe he would not expreſs 
4 blind Reſpect for thoſe ancient Teachers; (as in 
Contempt he is pleaſed to call them) I deſire 
to know in what Part of the Doctor's Book 
this is required of him? I cannot diſcover any 
thing like it. The Doctor has indeed found 
3 A | Steat 
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K PREFWCE. 
» great fault with him for not doing common 
Faltice to the Fathers, and if that occaſions this 
violent Oxtcry, I am apt to believe he will 
meet with no Pity but from Tnfidels or Deiſts, 
whom he has much obliged 7 his Treatiſe, 
Of the Morality of the Fathers, or R 2 
ſor whoſe Uſe, ſome of his learned 
on Pufendorf and Grotius are well 1 
But he informs us, (a) That Dr. Waterland 
is a famous Diſputant by Profeſſion, and conti- 
nually employ d iy attacking, without regard, all 
Wor 2574 fer in the leaſt degree from him in 
their e That he is a famous Diſt 
tant, Tas readily acknowledge, as M. Bar 
rac can do; tho' Diſpating is neither his Profe 
ſion, nor Delight. And the latter Part of the 
Character, is fo far from being applicable to Dr. 
Waterland, (who is highly eſteem'd by all, who 
have the Happincſo of his Acquaintance, for his 
great Good-Nature, Candour, and Humanity) 
tdat I canrot but think, that this learned Ci. 
wilien in drawing the Doctor's Character, miſ- 
took, and ſate for his own. So like it is the 
Man, that no one, who has dipt the leaſt into 
his Writings, but muſt diſcover with half an 
Eye, that what he has falſely objected 'toithe 
Doctor, is literally true of himſelf £40! 
And as to the Doctor's attacking thoſe, who 
differ from him in their Sentiments, without re- 
gard, Lam fatisfied, he cannot produce a ſingle 


(a) Ib. p. 9. Le nom ſeul de Vaterland, fameux Diſputeur de 
Proſeſnon, inceſſament occupe à attaquer fans Menagement tous 
ceux qui &eloignent le Moins du Monde de ſes Idees, ſuffi pour 
„ e ni fache, — . 


6 Inſtance 


Inſtance to prove the Charge. Nor has the Doe- 
tor ever attach d any one, who had not firſt 
made ſome Attempt to diſcredit the Chriſtign 
Religion, either by diſowning the Divinity of 
its Blefſed Author and Founder, or by endea- 


vouring to run down Revelation at all Adven- 

tures. So that Dr. Vaterland has no reaſon to 
think himſelf injured by this Reflection, Which 
will certainly redound to his Honour, and at 
the ſame time to the real Diſcredit of the Ob- 
But he proceeds. (a) I ought to take it as an 
extraordinary Favour, that he has placed me in 
ſuch very good Company, for I have the Pleaſure 
and Honour of ſeeing my ſelf expoſed to Attacks 
of the Engliſh Divme, at the ſame Time, and for 
the ſame Reaſon, that the learned Daille is, whoſe 
Reputation is far above the Attacks of a Water- 
land, and of all thoſe that reſemble him. © 
That 'tis an extraordinary Favour to find 
himſelf placed in ſuch very good Company, I 
readily grant. Tho” M. Daills I believe, (had 
he been alive) would have thought it no great 
Credit; to have been ranked in the fame Claſs 
of Writers, with M. Barbeyrac. That learned. 
Gentleman favour'd too much a darling Hypo- 
theſis, which was not defenſible, without diſ- 
crediting, in ſome meaſure, the Authority of 


/.) Je dois plätst lui ſcavoir gre de ce qu'il m'a mi's en fort 
bonne Compagnie. Car Fai le plaifir & Thonneur de mg voir ici 
expose aux Traits du Theologien 4ng/ois, en meme tems, & pour 
la meme raiſon, que le Savant & Judicieux Dailli, dont la Repu- 
tation eſt au deſſus des Atteintes d'un Vaterland, & de toùs ceux 
qui lui reſemblent. e 
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the. Feathers, (the Conſequences of which he was 
not then aware of), as has been fully. proved 
by a learned (a) Member of our Eftabliſh'd 
urch. And another, has made this - Ob- 
ſervation upon this Work of his 
Daillé, one of the ableſt Criticks, _ moſt 
celebrated Scourge of the Fathers, aſter all 
his Curioſity and Liſt to en their Na- 
« kedneſs, cannot but acknowledge that thoſe 
Times that came neareſt the — were 
* neceffarily the Pureſt, and leſs ſubject to the 
* Saſpicion of Corruption, either in Doctrine, 
G Madiners, or | Chriſtian , Diſcipline, it being 
« reafonable to believe, that if there be any 
6 Corruptions crept into the Church, they 
in by degrees, by little and little, as it hap- 
« pens in all other things; which Conceſſion of 
© his by the way, I take to be a ſufficient An- 
* ſwer to his white Book. Nay M. Daille 
1055 this further Teſtimony i in their Favour. 


c).* Firſt of all, therefore, you ſhall find in 


the Fathers, very many earneſt, and zealous 
c. Exhortitions to Holineſs of Life, and to the 
© Obſervation of the Diſcipline of JESUS 
*Caxr1sr., Secondly, You ſhall there meet 
< with-yery ſtrong and ſolid Proofs of thoſe 
; fundamental Principles of our Religion, touch- 

*.ing which, we are all agreed: And alſo, 


(a) Apo 
2 A uſu 


3 3 Authore, . Seriveners. 1672. 
7. Reeves's Preface, concerning the right L F. 
prefix d to his Tra of the — 

46 Daille's reatije of the Right - wil _ Ns 
| Book 2. Pp: 184, & 4e. 
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„% Many excellent Things laid open tending to 
the right Underſtanding of theſe My/eries, and 
« alfo the Scriptures wherein they are contain'd. 
In this very Particular their Authority may 
be of good Uſe unto you, and may ſerve: as 
*- a; probable Argument of the Truth. For is 
© it nota wonderſul thing to ſee, that ſo many 
great Hits, born in ſo many ſeveral Ages, 
5 during the Space of 1500 Years, and in ſo 
many ſeveral Countries, being alſo of ſo dif- 
* ferent Tempers, and who in other things were 
of ſo contrary Opinions, ſhould, notwithſtand- 
ing, be found all of them to agree ſa con- 
*. ſtantly, and unanimouſly in the Fundamen- 
* tals of Chriſtianity ? That amidſt ſo great Di- 
*, verſity in Worſhip, they all adore one and 
the ſame CR ISH? Preach one and the ſame 
* SanQtification? Hope all of them for one 
and the fame Immortality? Acknowledge all 
of them the ſame Goſpels? Find therein all 

aof them great and high Myſteries? The exqui- 
ſite Wiſdom, and the ineſtimable Beauty of 
* the Diſcipline of I ESS CHRIST, I con- 
* feſs is the moſt forcible, and certain Argu- 
ment of the Truth of it: Vea certainly this 
«- Conſideration alſo is in my Opinion no ſmall 
© Proof of the ſame. For I beſeech you, What 
probability is there, that ſo many Holy Men, 
* who were endued (as it appeareth by their 
« Writings) with ſuch admirable Parts, with ſo 
much ſtrength and clearneſs of Underſtanding, 
_ © ſhould all of them be ſo groſly overſeen, as 
to ſet ſo high a Price and Eſteem upon this 

ESE | g Diſcipline, 
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5 * Diſcip line; as to ſuffer! Death ualeſs it had 
70 in it ſome certain heavenly Virtue, for to 

make an Impreſſion in the Souls of Men? 

£ What likelihood,” that ſeven or eight Dogs, 
©. and as many Atheiſtical 'Hops, that bark and 
+ grunt ſo ſottiſnly and confuſedly againſt this 
4 dacred arid venerable Region; ſhould have 
better luck in lighting upon the Truth 
8 than ſo. many excellent Men who have al 
© ſo unanimouſly born Teſtimony to the Truth? 
x. As for Athei beifts, their vicious Life ought- to 

8 * gender their Teſtimony ſuſpected to ever 
| e; notwithſtanding they ey be otherwits 
0 «.( indeed they conceive thertſelyes to be) 
4 * le Men. For I beſeech you, what Won- 
r is it, if a Whoremaſter or a Bawd, or an 
< ambitions. Perſon: cry down that Diſcix pline, 
£ 4 condemneth theſe Vices to Everlaſting 
© Fire? That he that drowneth himſelf every 
© Day; and at length vomiteth up his Soul in 
Wine, ſhould hate that Religion, which for- 
biddeth Drunkenneſs upon pain of Damna- 
< tion? The great Reaſon that theſe Men have 
to wiſh it were falſe, muſt needs make any 
Man ceaſe to wonder, at their yn 
it to be falſe; & ; ot © 
To take any notice of tht ſuch wretch- 
© ed Things as theſe ſay, is all one, as if you 
© ſhould judge, by taking the Opinion of Com- 
5 mon Strumpets, of the Equity or Injuſtice of 

the Laws that enjoin People to live honeſt. 
But the Caſe is clean otherwiſe with zheſe Holy 
£ 2 who haye ſo conſtantly, and ſo unani- 
ue 2 * mouſly 
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©. monly taught the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
„ ligion. For ſeeing they were Men, born and 
bfought up in the very ſame Infirmities with 
© other Men; we cannot doubt, but that they 
© alſo" naturally had ſtrong Inclinations to 
thoſe Vices, which our Saviour C RIS T 
forbiddeth, and very little Affection to thoſe 
© Virtues which he commandeth. Foraſmuch 
© therefore; as notwithſtanding all this, they 
© have yet all of them maintain'd that his 
Doctrine is true; their Teſtimony certainly 
in this Caſe neither can, nor ought in any 
viſe to be ſuſpected. So that although they 
had not any of thoſe great and incompara- 
ble Advantages, of Parts and Learning, a- 
bove the Enemies of Chr iſtianity; their bare 
Word however is much rather to be taken 
than the others; ſeeing that theſe Men are 
©. manifeſtly carried away by the force of their 
© own vile Affections, of which the other can- 
not poſlibly be ſuſpected guilty. And as 
© for | thoſe Differences of Opinion that are 
* ſometimes: found amongſt them, touching 
* ſome points of Religion, ſome whereof we 
have formerly ſet down; theſe things are ſo 
* far from taking, off any thing from- the 
© Weight of their Teſtimonies, that on the 
© contrary they add rather very much unto 
the ſame. F ID no their con- 
* ſentmg of all Suſpicion, that ſome perh 
— have, that it proceeded from * 
Combination, or ſome Correſpondence and 
mutual Intelligence. When thou findeſt 
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ing fo many ſeveral Points; it is an evident 
Argument, that they have not learn! d their 
Knowledge from one another, nor yet have 
all agreed upon the ſame Thing, by common 
Deliberation; but have all of them collec- 
ted it out of a ſerious Examination, and 
Conſideration of the Things themſel ves. And 
< if we teceived no other Benefit from the 
* Writings of the: Fathers than this, yet were 
this however very much: () Beſides, (lays 
© he): what has hitherto been ſaid, we may, in 
my Opinion, make another conſiderable uſe 
of the Fathers. For there ſometimes. ariſe 
« ſach troubleſome Spirits, as will needs broach 
© Dodrines deviſed of their own Head, which 
© are not at all grounded upon any Prin- 

ciple of the Chriſtian Religion. I ſay theres 
fore, that the Authority of the Ancients may 
very properly and ſeaſonably be made uſè 
of, againſt the Impudence of theſe: Men; 
by — that the Fathers Were utterly 


© propoſe” to the World. And if this can be 
proved, we ought certainly to conclude, 
that no ſuch Doctrine was ever preached to 
Mankind; either by our Saviour Chriſt, 
© or by his Apoſtles. For what Probability 
< is there, that Thoſe holy Doctors, of former 

Ages, from whoſe Hands Chriſtianity hath 
bern ane down unto us, ſhould as ig- 
e of thoſe oe Which had 


Ro diſagreeing among themſelves, touctt- | 


ignorant of any ſuch Fancies as thoſe Men 
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| PRE 
been revealed and recommended by our 
« Sayiour, as important and neceſſary to Sal- 

„ dds ani 
Again, (a) I confeſs, that in thoſe Points 
that are accounted as abſolutely neceſſary to 
© Salvation; an Argument that ſhould” be 
drawn ſrom the general Silence of the Fa. 
* thers, to prove the Nullity and Falſeneſs of 
* it, would be very pertinent, and indeed un- 
* anſwerable. As for Example, his manner of 
Argumentation would be very rational 
© and ſolid, that ſhould conclude, that thoſe 
Means of Salvation, which are propoſed by 
* Mahomet, ſuppoſe, or David George, or the 
* like Sefaries, are null, and contrary-to the 
Will of our Saviour Chriſt (how much ſo- 
© ever, theſe Men may ſeem to honour: him) 
* ſeeing that none of the ancient Chriſtzans 
* ſpeak ſo much as one Syllable of it, and are 
* utterly ignorant of all thoſe Secrets, that 
* theſe Yretches have preached to their Diſ- 
* ciples, and delivered as infallible, and neceſſary 
Means of Salvation. Aſter this manner did 
* Treneus diſpute againſt the Valentinians, and 
* other of the Gnoſticks; who vented. their 
* own ſenſeleſs Dreams, and, abſurd Iſſues of 
* their own Brain, ſaying, That the Creator 
* of the World was but an Angel, and that 
© there were above him certain Divine Powers, 
which they called cones, that is to ſay, 
Ages; ſome of them making more of theſe, 
and others fewer, and ſome reckoning, to 
(a) Ibid. p. 189, 190, 1917. ft . 
b as the 
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8 the Number of 365. and an infinite Num- 
ber of other the like Prodigies; neither ſhew- 
a ing any Ground for the ſame, either in Rea- 
*-ſon, or out of the Scripture. JIrenens there- 
t fore, that he might make it appear to the 
: World, that this ſo ſtrange Doctrine was 
produced out of their own Brain only, goes 
about, and viſiteth the Archives of all the 
Churches, that had either been planted or 
© watered by the holy Apoſtles, turns over all 
© their Records, Evidences, and ancient Monu- 
© ments, and theſe © ones, Achamoth, and 
© Barbelon, of the Gnoſticks no where appear- 
ing, nor ſo much as any the leaft Part or 
© Trace of them, he concludeth, that the Apo- 
fkles had never delivered any ſuch Thing to 
their Diſciples, neither by Writing, nor by 
Word of Mouth, as their Impoſtors pretended 
© they had. For certainly, if they had done 
© fo, the Memory of it could not have been ſo 
< utterly loſt. This is alſo the Method that 
. © Tertullien followed in his Diſputations againſt 
"< theſe very Hertticks, and others the like, in 
the 22d Chapter of his Book, De Præſcripti- 
* onus ee Heæreticos, and in other Places. 
The Practice of theſe great Perſons, who 
© made uſe of it themſelves, will here ſerve to 
prove unto us, that this Courſe is right and 
And thus you ſee, that the Authority of 
the Fathers is of very great Uſe in the Church, 
and ſerveth as an Out-wotk to the Scriptures, 
© for repelling the Preſumption of thoſe who 
© would forge a new Faith. But 
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Ar xix 
But foraſmuch as thoſe who broach new 
Doctrines of their own Head, do ordinarily 
« flight the holy Scriptures, as thoſe very Here. 
« ticks did, eee confuted; who im- 
© pudently accuſed them of not being right; 
- — that they are of no 3 
© it ambiguous Terms ; and that they are 
not able to inform a Man of the Truth, unleſs 
* they are acquainted with the Tradition ; the 
« Truth haumg been delivered (as theſe. Men 
| © pretended) nat in Writing, but by Ward of 
« Mouth: For this Reaſon, . I fay, and for 
© other the like are the Writings of the Fa. 
© thers of very great Uſe in theſe Difpatesz - 
and I conceive this to be. one of the princi- - 
pal Ends, for which the Divine Providence 
© hath, in Deſpite of ſo many Confuſions and 
© Changes, \ preſerved ſo many of them ſafe 
* down to our Times. And can Monſieur 
Barbeyrac aſter all, produce any thing ſo raw- 
did, from his Famed Treatiſe Of the Morality of 
the Fathers, whereon to ground a Parallel Caſe? 
ſo as to entitle him to the fame Degree of 
Eſteem from the learned World, that M. Daille 
has met with. J 
Nay, we have great Reaſon to believe, 
that the celebrated M. Daille, the longer he 
lived, ſaw more and more of the Value 
the Ancients, as he has made very great Uſe 
of the Authority of the Fathers in a ſubſe- 
quent Controverſy, with two Feſuts. And as 
he wrote the Treatiſe, Of the right Uſe of the 
Fathers, in his younger Days: So in this 
| b 2 riper 
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(o) riper Years, he ſeemed to retract the worſt 
| Parts of it. An Inſtance! of an ingenuous Diſ 
Ay - poſition, rarely to he met with, and what I fear, 
3 we muſt not expect from M. Barbeyrac, who 
goes on thus: (b) He is ſo blindly tranſported with 
_ Paſſion ag ainſt me, that one would think, he ne- 
ver ſaw this Piece of the Morality of the Fathers, 
-wwhich ſo much diſpleaſes him, nor knows any 
thing of it, but by Hear h 
Is it probable, that any one but M. Barbey- 
rac, or a Man of the fame uncommon Taſte, 
and Turn of Thought, could imagine, that 
Dr. Materland, a curious, and inquiſitive Man, 
- ſhould animadvert upon a Book, that he had 
I never ſeen? and at the ſame time, quote the 
very Words of the Engliſh Verſion, referring 
to the Pages all along 
His famed, Treatiſe, Of the Morality of the 
Fathers, which has made ſo much Noiſe, h 
been twice tranſlated into Enghſh. 4 
And as to Dr. Waterland's being tranſported 
with Paſſion agamſt him; 1 can't really diſcover 
(e) Mr. Raser Preface to the Apologies, p. 52. Prafat. 
Scriveneri, p. 9. Summam hanc clariſſimamque rationem viciſſe 
etiam obhrmatiorem ipfius Dallæi animum non dubitem, factis ip- 
fins flexus. Immaturioribus anms, hoc opus in veteres editum 
conjicio ex elapſis quamplurimis Annis ; vigenti autem Judicio, 
& vergente in Terram Corpore, T ractatum bene largum ſcripſit 
contra Novitates Traditionum Remanarum, & præcipuè Adamum & 
"Cottybium Feſuitas : In hoc 400 Paginas in Quarto (ut loquuntur) 


implevit ex veteribus; Poptificiam Doctrinam coarguens. 
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any thing like it, in his Aber upon 
M. Barbeyrac's Book. His ſcandalous and 


oundleſs Reflections upon the Fathers, (who 
gm much better Treatment, even from 


him, if he dares own himſelf to be a Chri- 


ftian ) would have juſtified much ſeverer Uſage, 
than he has met with from the Pen of Dr. 
Waterland; let him only confider, what Free- 
dom he has taken with other Men's CharaQers, 
and Dr. Waterland's in particular in this In- 
vective; and he will then, I hope, be induced 
to think the Dodtor's Ulage of him, nen 

tively mild and gentle. | 
Id. Ib. (a) He (viz. Dr. Waterland) takesitfor 
ons; that Father Ceillier, and M. Budde 
anſwered my Book from beyond Sea, and 
at * ame Time bins gue ON Anſwer of Fa: 
ther Ceillier's is properly his Apology for the Fa: 

thers, which I have . — my ſelf in ] 
Treatiſe Of the Morality of the Fathers. 
And how does this, I pray, affect the Doc- 
tor's Aſſertion, that Father Ceillier drew up a 
formal Anſwer to it, not long after it was 
publiſhed? This he himſelf does not deny. 
But objects, that he returned an Anſwer to 
Father Ceillier, which the Doctor has taken no 
Notice of. Tis probable this Anſwer to Ceil- 
lier might not be of any greater Weight, or 
8 than his Invective againſt Dr. Waterland, 


(a) B. p. x. Car il poſe en fait, que le Pere Ceillier, & Mr. 
, Budd ont de ja u de là Mer a mon Livre & cependant cette 


ptstendue R du P. Cellier eſt Juſtement ſon Apologie des 
COR: &c. I quelle je repons moi meme dans mon 'Traite. 


which 
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Which the Doctor, fot that Reaſon, might 
thipk unworthy of Notice, | iſ he ever ſaw it. 
Father Cxillier s Book is mentioned by the 
learned Buddens, who gives us the Title of it; 
and for which I refer the Reader to his Autho- 
- xity cited in the (a) Margin. If M. Buddens 
as. returned any Anſwer to Mr. Ceillier, he 
N d have told us when, and where; in what 
new Edition of his Treatiſe, and in what Lear, 
that we might be inſtructed how to enquire for 
it, and might be able alſo to obſerve how far 
| Dr. M aterlandis Remarks are concerned in it. 
” . Ib. p. xi. (6) The Paſſages quoted in the Works 
| of Mr. Budde are only thoſe that I have made 
Remarks upon in the Preface to my Treatiſe ; 
which Remarks of mine prove \ſuffciently, that 
. this German: Divine was in Reality of the ſame 
Wbat Occaſion then for his Remarks, if he 
and Buddeus were in Reality of the ſame Opini 
n Beſides, Dr. Haterland docs not call Bud- 
S n 1 1 
) Zadie Iſagoge Hiſtorico - Theo „Jol. 1. p. 620. 
be Priuſquam ipſa Patrum, way a wig 1 — 
ſeumus; pretium fuerit obſervare, de Theologia Morali Pa- 
mum oopioſe Verba facere Foan. Barbepratium, in Preefatione quam 
Verſion Gallicæ Operis . de Jure Naturæ & Gentium 
ptæmiſit. In ea cum de Morali DoQtrina non adeò præclarè ſen- 
tiat, quorumdam etiam in ea Errores acriter perſtringat, Adverſari- 
em _naftus eſt /Remigiam Ceiller, qui in Libro De pabgi? de ta 
forale de Peres, de FEgliſe contra injuſtes Accuſations du Sieur 
© Fran Baybeyrac inſcripto, m hac in re cauſam agere volut. 
B. p. xi. Les endroits de POuvrage de M. Buddeus, qu'on 
cite ſont auſſi preciſement ceux ſur leſquels j ai fair dans la Preface de 
mon 'T raite, des Remarques, qui montrent avec la.derniere Evidence, 
due ce Theologicn Allemand <toit au fond ds meme ſentiment que 
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deus's enn Book, as he does 
Father Ceillier's. But acer (a) That he 
© 'animadverted pretty la pon him; de- 
© teting ſome of his Mit Tes PETE with great 
6 Tendemeßz moderating between M. Ceilber 
© and him, in reſpect of ſeveral Particular) 
© Buddens was himſelf not the moſt zealous 
* Admirerof the Fathers : And therefore, what 
© he ſays in their Favour, may be juſtly 
© thought not to exceed in any Reſpect, but 
© to fall within Compaſss. 

M. Barbeyrac concludes his ſhort Invedire 
as follows, (b) That Dr. Waterland, and ſuch 
as he may fall foul non me, as much as they 
pleaſe, they may be aſſured, that 7 ſhall read or 
hear of their Invefttves, without being diſturbed 
in the leaſt. All the-Jm preſſion they will male 


upon me, will only be the ebe me firmen 


in my Sentiments from the Opinion I hall have of 
their thinking themſelves m ge Diſtreſs for want 
of Reaſons ; 1 ſe, inſtead e themſebues 
with over throwing mine, . 


(a) Dr. Waterland's Importance of the Doctrine of the Trinity 
799 ) B. p. xi. xii. le D. Paterland, & ſes ſemblables, me 


dechirent done tant qu'il leur plaira, ils peuvent compter, due jn | 
lirai ou j; apprendrai de lang froid leurs Invectives. Toute U'Impref- ; 


ſion queelles ſeront ſur moi, ce ſera de me confirmer de plus en — 
dans mes ſentimens, par cela meme, que je verrai qq on fe 


bien deſtitue de raiſons ; puiſque, ſans ſe meitre en peine de d- | 


truire les miennes, on y ſupplee ! des Injures. Apres tout, le 
Public &claire & Equitable: rendra Juſtice a qui il appertiendta. 


La verite a an de force, par elle meme, pour ſe foutenir. dana 


Teſprit des Perlonnes raiſannables, qui Vaiment & qui la cherchent 
comme il faut; malgre les, vains efforts des Eſprits ſuperbes & 


rutbalem, . & leurs prejuges. 


ſuppl the Want of 
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Argument by Abuſe ; but after all, the Publick. 
hows Bard apprized will judge. equitably, and 
render Fuſtice to whom it belongs. Truth has 
Force enough in itſelf, to convince the Minds of 
reaſonable "Perſons, that love and ſeek it as they 
ought, notwithſtanding the vain Efforts of haughty 
and turbulent Men, who liſten to nothing but 
Paſſion and Prejudice... JE 
HFlere the Learned Civilian ſpeaks like him- 
ſelf, and plainly diſcovers at the ſame time the 
great Diſtreſs he was in, for want of Arguments, 
by attempting to overthrow the Doctor's, by 
mere Slander and Abuſe, He has been blamed 
by. Dr. Waterland, for endeavouring to impoſe 

the Publick, the following Untruths, 1. 
That he falſly charges Athenagoras in relation 
to Angel-Worſhip. 2. That he as falſly charges 
the ſame Father with reſpe& to ſecond Mar- 
riages. 3. That he falſly charges Clemens A- 
lexandrinus with reſpect to what he taught of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. 4. That he unjuſtly 
charges the ſame Father, with reſpect to the 
Idolatry of the Pagans. 5. That he has other 
Charges againſt the ſaid Clemens, which are 
partly frivolous, and partly injurious. 6. That 
he has falſly charged the Fathers in general 
for ſix Centuries, as bad Maſters, and very 
poor. Guides in Matters of Morality. 7. That 
he has falſly charged the Advocates of Anti- 
ty, as teaching that the Fathers were infal- 
kble. 8. That he has falſly charged the Fa- 
thers in general, as being moſt of them Jed by 
Paſſion, and not conſiderable either ſor Virtue or 
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Knowle That he Has falſly 15 
the — en as not inſtriictive ö 
Head of Morafity ; and has reflected mjurionuſly, 
upon the Corapoſitions of the French Pt 
tant Divines. to. That he has falſly charged * 
the 2 Dlvines in general, as being in- 
ridus towards Grotis. 11. That he has 
ily charged the excellent Grotius, as not 
throagn l aalen with the Art of zhinkh 
Jufth 910 ate the Untraths charged 0 
Barbeyrat ; and how does he defend them? 
Not by Neun , that they are not Uniriths, 
but by Adding veral mofe to them; and (as 
if he 4 — of defendit numerus) he Hag Md. 
ded to his former Untruths, theſe following 
Miſreports. 1. That his injurious Refle&oris 
on the Morality of the Fathers, nb way affected 
their Teſtimony, as to the Trmity. 2. "That 
he has been blamed only for not paying 4 hl 
Submiſſion to the Fathers, tho” no body en- 
pected any ſuch thing from him. 3. That Dr. 
4 3 without Diſtinction, y attacks 
all that depart from hls Notions. 4. That 
M. Dailles Caſe was parallel to M. Barbeyrus u, 
and that one is no more to blame than 'the 
other. 5. That Dr. Vaterland was blindly 
tus el with Paſſion, and ſeemed . 5 | 
tidthitig of M. Barbeyrar's Treatiſe, x 
Hearſay. 6. That Father Ceillter's Teds 
Was no ee to M. Barbeyrar, cho M. Bur 
biyrat is metitioned in the Title, as the Per- 
foti, whotti Caller teplied to. 7. That Bau. 
dur was of the fime Opinion with this Gen- 
tleman, tho he frequently confutes Him. Such 
is M. Ae 8 . 8 as if he thought to 


weary 
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wennn his Antagoniſts, by heaping ; Calumny 


upon Calumny, and Error u Error, to 


make it endleſs to follow him. And indeed 


* he has as good as told the World, that he is 


in no. Diſpoſition to repent of his unrig hteous 
Frocedure, or to retract any thing: Which I am 
afraid is too ſad a Truth, but heartily wiſh, 
that I could ſay, It was falſe like the reſt. 


* 
t 
+ & 


But why do I purſue this Trifle ſo far, for 


Which I ought to beg the Reader's, as well as 
Dr. Haterlands Pardon, who if he thinks it 
worth his Notice (as I take it for granted he 


ill not) is much better able to anſwer for 


8 


himſelf? 


But to proceed, M. Barbeyrac in his Trea- 
tiſe Of the Morality of the Fathers, was not wil-' 


ling to examine their Authority to the Bot- 
tom; and for that Reaſon took their Opinions 


upon Truſt, at ſecond Hand, from other Wri- 


- ters, and thoſe not always the moſt exact in 
quoting the Words of their Authors, or the 


moſt conſiſtent with themſelves. | 
The famous Monſieur le Clerc is his principal 


Authority; and I have reaſon to think, that 
learned Gentleman too much prejudiced againſt 


them, to be wholly depended upon, without 
comparing his Extracts with thoſe Fathers, 
from whence he took them, He was indeed 
APerſon of more than common Learning and 


Abilities; but as his Erudition was of wide 
Compaſs; in ExaQneſs and Solidity he was 
no ways comparable to the Top Men in their 
| &xeral Profeſſions, The learned (g) Dr. Bentley 
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has ſufficiently expoſed him as to Greek, tho” 
he valued himſelf for his maſterly and critical 
Skill in that Language. Perizoning, I think, 
has done the ſame as to his Latin, about 
Quintus Curtius. (b) Martianay, as to Hebrew; 
and the very learned (c) Mr. Tho. Baker, (u) 
Dr. Cape, (e) Dr. Jenkins, and (f) Baltus, as 
to Eccleſiaſtical Antiquities. (g) One of which 
has given us ſufficient Proofs of his faulty Cri- 
ticiſm upon St. Jerome, ec. and (h) another 
has plainly proved him to be an Enemy to the 
Fathers. And how far the Teſtimony of an 
Enemy is to be depended; upon, in that Caſe, 
I leave it with M. Barbeyrac to conſider. 
815 Hans, Edit Bad. Tom, ip, 1198. r 
© {c ) Reflections upon Learning, Chap. 16. 6th. Edit. 1727, 
1 2 Epiſtola Apologetica adverſ. Clerier Cruminationes, in Epif- : 
tolis Criticis, & Eccleſiaſlicis nuper editis. Londini, 1700. 1 


(e Deſenſio 8. Auguſtini adverſ. Fohamnis Perch animadves- 
ſiones, Cantabrigiæ, 1707. 
) Defenſe des Saintes Peres accuſez de Platoniſme 4to, - 


* 


Pari 1711. 


g ) My very wotthy Friend M. 750. Baker, S. T. B. of St. 
Fobm's College Cambridge, in his Reflections upon Learning, Chap. 
16. p. 228, 229, 230, 231, 232. | | 4 / 
( 5 Præſat. Deſenſ. S. Auguſtini adverſus Joannis Pherepponi, in 
Opera Animadverſiones, cum multi jamdudum fuerint, qui 
animum in S. Patres Eecleſiæ prodiderint nimis iniquum quidem 
atque inſenſum, neminem tamen puto hactenus reperiri, qui Ma- 
jore quam Joannes Clericus, Studio atque Opere probris eos, con- 
vitiiſque oneravit. Quod enim ſcriptum homini perpetuo ſcribenti 
unquam excidit, in quo aliquid de eorum Exiſtimatione ac AuQo- 
ritate detractum cuperet ? Quid in arte quam excogitavit Criticd, & 
Bibliatheciz, vocat, five Uni verſalibus, ſive Sele#is, propo 
ſuiſſe ſibi aliud magis videatur, quam ut eoſdem & Doctrinæ Laude, 
& integritatis honore ſpoliare valeat? Fuffinum Martyrem, \Bafi- 
lium, Gregorium Nazianzenum, alioſque Patres Doctiſſimos, atque 
iſimos dudum eſt adortus, & quotidie, arreptà qualibet Occa- 
ſione, ita impugnat, ut omnibus contemnendos penitus ac irriden- 
dos dare conetur. . ; 


ine 7 1. 


Anil alt that Lihallad, i in behalf of the f- 
lowing Trad; is this; That (how deſective ſo- 
ever it may be in other Reſpects) it has one 
Ingredient in it, that is wanting in almoſt e 
Line of M. Barbeyrac's Treatiſe, Of the Mo- 
2 the Fathers, and that is Truth and 

5 For tho I have here and there 


taken de Liberty of uſing the Tranſlations 


of others, where I thought they had hit off the 
true- Spirit of their Ss; yet I am not 
conſcious: to my ſelf, that 1 have either pet- 
verted, or miſtaken the Senſe of one ſingle 
Authority. If I have committed any Mif- 
takes, (as doubtleſs I have) they are involun- 
tary, and upon. proper Notice, I ſhall with” 
the greateſt Pleaſute and Readineſs retract 
them: And whether I have made good my 
Charge. againſt M. Barbeyrac, or hot” muſt be 
left with the . * to judge. 


ERRATA. 


1 . del a. p. vi. J. 1. 4. del. inverted Coms; * 
I. xv. add abe. p. Xx. I. 9. Marg. add Novitatis coarguens. p. 
"og eee eee eee 
P. 2. I. 1. del. ut. p. 10. I. 26. r. profound. p. 12. Mar. I. 4. r. 
1 a neon . 
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'DETEGTED, We. 


EO prevalent at this Time is the 
= Spirit of Infidelity, that it is not 
to be wonder d at in an Age of 10 
much Liberty, or rather Licenti- 
couſneis, (when the Preſa is under 
little or no Reſtraint, and when an unlimited 
Toleration, and an unbounded Liberty, have 
been aſſerted over and over again in Print, to be 
the Right of every free · born Subject) if the great 
eſt Abſurdities, and tnoſt palpable Ertors, ſhould 
be propagated with Impunity ; for nevet in any 
Age or Nation was Iniquity more rampant: 
And when Men have proceeded to ſueh daring 
lengths in Wickedneſs, as to have ſet up Clubs; 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Hell-Bre Clubs; 
in which, the Chriſtian Religion, with the Au! 
thor and Founder of it, nay, the Three Perſons 
in the ever Bleſſed Trinity, have been ridiculed, 
expoſed, and blaſphemed, and the moſt un- 
heard-of Impieties of all kinds practiſed : at th 
bare naming of which, a 10 moral Heathen 
ae n bluſticd, and been” aſhamed; I 


8 C . 


Wh ( 2 
can't but reckon it juſt Matter of Aftoniſhment, 
that fo impious an Author as the Independent 
Whig, who has long fince writ himſelf out of 
his Religion, ſhould uſher ſuch a Book as this 
into the World; the chief Deſign of which, i is, 
to run down all Eccleſiaſtics, but in a more 
rticular manner the Primitive Fathers, and 
Woes who died ia Defence of the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, and of whom we may 
juſtly ſay, the World was not worthy, and through 
their Sides, to wound ev'n Religion it ſelf. 
And to begin with our Prefacer. _ 
Page 1. He tells us, That the Rea dnp. the 
| Fathers, and an Acquaintance with the 
ba made a great Noiſe in the World, as a mo- 
monaut Stud): few People had Leiſure to read 
#hew, un — d take the Pains; and now, 


Itbint, moſt Men agree, that the Paint is not 


worth the taking, 
No one can poſſibly be at a loſs to ken fas 
what xcaſon all this Clamour is made, now-a- 
days, againſt the ſtudying the Fathers: For 
no other, we may- aſſure ourſelves, than this, 
That as they are the moſt genuine Interpreters 
of Scripture, ſo long as they ſtand in the Gap, 
all the poiſonous and heterodox Opinions of 
theſe preſent Times will be antidoted; and the 
y Efforts which ſuch Well · wiſhers to Infide- 
"aug are able to make againſt the Chriſtian Re. 


take upon them, to he more com 
e of Scripture, tha thoſe who lived in 


primitive 


athers, 


ligion, will be of no avail. But how comes it 
to pals, (aſter all) that ſuch [qnoramus's in Ne- 


primitive Ages, and near the Fountain-Head ? 
Such Men (as an ingenious Writer (a) oblerycs, 
on another Occaſion) can be very familiar 
« with the Fathers, upon à ſmall and ſlender 
« Acquaintance, and take a liberty of 1 
at what they do not in the leaſt underſtand. 
Pag ibid. As to the Fathers, ibere is ſo little 
ta be learued from them, that they who know. 
much of them, are only eſteemed by ſuch as know 
little of any thing elſe, 5 | 
How itifolent and inſupportable is this, that 
a Perſon who, tis only odds, never entered 
farther into the Writings of the Fathers, than 
the Lettering, or Title-Page, and ſcarce knows 
them fo much as by Name, ſhould take ſuch 
an unwarranted Freedom with them ! Which 
gives us one Inſtance of a Perſon, who as he is 
unacquainted with the Fathers, fo it is demon- 
ſtrative, that he is unskilld in every thing elſe 
that is truly laudable or praiſe. Worthy: . Nay, 
he is not ſo happy as to know himſelf; other- 
wiſe, it might be reaſonably preſumed to be 
no hard matter, to prevail upon him to keep 
his due Diſtance, and not to rail at bis Betters 
without much better reaſon. he 3 oa 
Pag. ib. Nor was there ever any thing more 
inſolent and diſboneſt, thay to refer us, jor the 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, to the Fathers, who 
were ſo very ignorant of them, that they, almoſ 
conſtantly underſtood them in every ſenſe. but the 


True one. 


(a) Remarks n the Lord Biſbop of Bangor's Treatment of the Cler- | 
& and Convocation : By a Gentleman, p. 23, as | 
C 2 Nor 
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Nc wis ever any. thing more inſblent or 
Abos, than ſor one whois has been alrcady 
obſerved) knows nothing at all of the-Fathers, 
and has all along made it his buſineſs to attack 
Revealed Religion, and to run into the wild 
Principles of Deiſm, or Scepticiſm, to take 
upon him to judge in a Caſe, in which I may 
ſafely pronounce him (without the leaſt breach 
of good Manners) an entire Stranger. Did the 
Faber underſtand the Scriptures in every ſenſe 

t the true one? I am really almoſtiſomuch 
provoked at his Effrontery, as to ask him _ 
Metal his Forehead is made of? Tt has, by the 

generality of Mankind, been accounted: the 
| 3 * reſt Method of diſcovering the genuine 
Bene ſe of Scripture, to reſer to the Writings and 
Practice of the Primitive Fathers, in thoſe ear- 
ly Ages of Chriſtianity, who had, doubtleſs, 
10 better Opportunities of knowing the 
Will of their Maſter, and the Practice and O- 

inions of the Apoſtles, than we can pretend 
| to, at this diſtance. (4) For, Notwithſtand- 
« ing the ungrateful and diſhoneſt Practices 
< 5 by ſome Men upon the Characters of 
« the Fathers, they muſt be allowed not to have 

t been behind-hand in the common Advantages 
« of Men; for their Writings ſpeak: them to 

t have been as great by Nature and Education, 
_ of as much Solidity, Brightneſs, and in eve- 
ry human way as well qualify'd for Defen- 

ders of the Faith, as any Reaſoners, even of 


| Mr. Reeves's Preface concerning the Right tb Father 7 
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«Chriſtianity : For they did not only ſet out 
© with as great a Genius, with as good a Stock 


© of Nature, or Art, but they had very much 
the advantage of us in other reſpects: for we 
©: now-a-days' find it no ſmall hindrance in our 
* ſtudy of Divinity, to learn but the Language, 
_ 5 Tdioms, Rites and Cuſtoms of the Apoſtolick 
Age, in order to underſtand the more obſcure 


_ ©: Paſſages of the Goſpel; all which Advanta- 


- 


"= ges they were, in a great meaſure, born to: 


So that what is Drudgery or Toil to us, was a 
ſort of Inheritance to them. Beſides, they 
took all imaginable Pains' to cultivate theſe 
natural Advantages, by making the Scriptures 
the Center of their Studies. But farther; () 
their cuſtom was, in any emergent. Diſpute a- 

bout the reading or ſenſe of the Sacred Text, 
to have recourſe to the Books oſ thoſe Countries 
* from whence they received their Faith and 
5 Bibles together, and there to collate their 
s Copies with the Authentice Litere, (b) as 
Tertullian ſpeaks ; that is, with the Originals 
* themſelves, depoſited by the Apoſtles in the 


(a) Auguſtin: aduerſ. Fauſtum Manicheum Lib. XI. c. 2. Tom. 
4 mares * * Ita fi de Fide Exemplarium Quz; 
| tio verteretur, ſi in nonnullis quæ & paucz ſunt, & ſacrarum Lite- 
rarum ſtudioſis Notiſſimæ Sententiarum varietates, vel ex aliarym Re- 
gionum Codicibus; unde ipſa Doctrina commeavit, noſtra Dubitatio 
gijadicaretur. Reeves Pref. p. 15. | , . 

(6) Tertullian. Præſeript. adverſ. Heretic. cap. 36. Age jam 
ui voles curioſitatem melius exercere in negotio ſalutis tuz ; percurre 
Eccleſias Apoſtolicas, apud quas ipſæ adhuc Cathedræ Apoltoloram 
ſuis 1 præſident, apud quas ipſæ authenticæ literæ eorum recitan · 
tür, ſonantes vocem, & repræſentantes faciem uniuſcujuſque. . 
1 5 


=  * Churches 
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F 
* Churthes which they founded; and with - 
al, to make enquiry into the conſtant Te- 
_ © nour- of. the Dodrine, and traditionary In- 
ſtructions left there by the Founders. And 
©, theſe were ſuch conſiderable Helps to Chri- 
> — Knowledge, as no modern Interpreters 
can pretend to lay claim to, and which dught 
| . in * and Juſtice to give the Writers! of 
| ©:the Primitive Ages the very next Place to 
< the Apoſtles. Of which) Opinion was the 
* iowa: Caſſander (4), a Perſon of ſingular 
„Piety and Moderation, who Was 
J 10 making the Church, in Conſtamine's Time, 
the Standard of the Reformation 

We have this farther Advantage from the 
Interpretation of the Fathers, as the learned 
Mr. Reeves obſerves (6). © T hay they enlarge 
upon the Sacred Text, ve Hints, ſet 
© obſcure Paſſages in a fuller Light, give us 
© an account of many Apoſtolick Traditions, 
© Rites and Cuſtoms; and particularly argue 
© againſt, and condemn many Hereſies, of witch 
the Scriptures ſay not one Word. 

() The Senſe of the Scriptures (ſays an- 
© other learned Author) is better opened by the 
Practice, which followed immediately upon 
* their Publication, than by any modern Com- 


a) Caſſandr. Defenſ. lib. dr Offic. Pit Viri, &c. Quia eorum, que 
WI ita ſunt, . & intelligentia primis illis Difcipulis & 
Apoſtolorum auditoribus, maniſeſtiſſima ſunt, & notiſſima; ut quo- 
rom explicationem ab ipſis Apoſtolis, Evangelii Preconibus recope- 


4 Preface 8 the right Uſe of the Fathers. p. 40. 
7 4s Dry. Nath. Marſhal's Preface to bis {oy of Saine & 
bern 6 T” 
r $7 6 * ments, 
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ments, which too often ſpeak their Authors 
Prejudices, and convey to the Reader no o- 
© ther Notion, than of his Scheme or Syſtem: 


The Fathers of the firſt Centuries might in- 
_ « fiſt very properly upon the Advant are 
their Traditions, which flow'd at that 
don to them in a pure and eaſy Gandel, 
© where any forcign Mixture would have been 
« preſently diſcerned, and an Appeal would im- 
mediately have been lodged againſt it in the 
Apflolical Churches, wherein the Memory of 
every Thing which was i nt, was pr 
« ſerved a great while, with all Fidelity and 
«Care. Nor is it here material to object ſome = 
< lighter Errors concerning a few Points of mere 

< Speculation, ſuch as the Age of the World; 
© the near Approaches of the Day of Judgment, 
Oc. Thel were the particular Errors of pri- 
vate Perſons: But the Doctrine and Diſcipline 
of the Church, are Things of another, of a 
< publick Nature. In which, the Writers of 
+ thoſe Times could not io eafily be fu 
© to.err. The Points objected, were Matters of 
« ſmall Moment or Conſequence to the Church, 
or to Themſelves, whether they were right 
or wrong in them; Nor can it be preſumed, 
that equal Care was uſed either by the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves to convey, or by the Perſons 
Vo receiv'd it from them, to preſerve ſuch 
niceties as theſe, which was uſed by the one, 
and by the other, in conveying and preſerving 
the greater Articles of Belicf and Practice. 


0 E266 Mena ſay, the Settlement of the 9 
Churc 


«ing Ages. 


Fg 


| . 
Church is not ſo clearly to be found: in the 
„Anitingr of the d arred Canon, as when that 
Canon is explained by the Practice of ſucceed - 
Fouad ns are laid in the for- 
* mer; but the Superſtrutcture, and the e 
ate reſerved to the latter. 
And a celebrated Writer of the Romiſb Com- 


[anion {peaks of the Interpretations of the Fa- 


thers, as follows: (4) Their Diſcourſes upon 
Scripture (ſays he) are plain, without any 

Appearance of Art, without the Exactneſs of 
Method, without the Subtilties of *Ratioci- 
< nation, that attended later Ages: And tis 
< true, theſe holy Biſhops did not ſet-up for O- 
Y IV and Haranguing ; they aim'd at no 

more, than inſtructing their People in a plain 
< and familiar Way, as Parents ſpeak to their 
* Children, or Maſters to their Scholars: Their 
© buſineſs was,” to handle Scripture,' as might 
prove moſt to the Edification of their Hear- 


ers; ſo that they did not pretend to examine 


© every Word or Phraſe with a critical Exactneſs, 
or to launch out into curious Enquiries; 

they expounded Scripture according to the 
Tradition of the Fathers that went before 
< them, and ſo as they may tend moſt to the 
Confirmation of the Faith, and the Reforma- 
tion of Manners. They endeavoured to work 
upon the Affections, not ſo much by the Ve- 
*.. hemence- of Figures, and the Force of De- 
clamations, as by the Weight and Impor- 
© tance of the Truths they deliver d, by the 


2 9 Primitive Chriftianity pag. 194, 195 196 
7 * Autho- 
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Authority of their Office, by the Sandtity of 
© their Lives, and the Exemplarineſs of their 
good Works. Nay,' evn Monſ. Daillé (a) 
himſelf allows ſome Authofity to the Fathers 
of the three firſt Centuries: * The Writings 
© (fays he) of the fourth and fiſth Centuries 


c are, IT own, more in number, and hap! 


in this reſpect, that ſewer of them were t 


than in the three firſt Ages; but they don't 
carry along with them an equal Authority, 
© eſpecially among Proteſtants, who think that 
© Chriſtianity in every Age aſter that. loſt 
< ſomewhat of its Primitive Purity. But far- 
ther: We cannot reaſonably ſup 
mitive Fathers, in thoſe Times of Perſecution, 
when there were no other Motives to 
them to profeſs Chriſtianity, than the Preſerva- 
tion of a good Conſcience, to have corrupted 
the Divine Oracles. For when a Perſon, in 
© thoſe Ages, gave up his Name to Chriſtianity, 
© he lifted himſelf a Martyr, and bid adieu; not 
only to the: Pleaſures, but alſo the Hop 
© Life: ſor ſuch an height of Goodneſs poſſeſſed 
© thoſe -generous Spirits, that every Martyr at 
that time could keep one Rye ſteadily fired on 
© his Duty, and look Death and Danger out of 
Countenance with the other: Nor did 
ever flinch from their Duty for ſear of Martyr. 
dom, when the moſt engaging | Motive to Du- 
a) Daillei de Vero 'Uſa Patr. IB. 1. cap. 1. pag. 7. Edit. 
Genev. | 1658. Scripta Quarti & Quinti Seculi fuerunt fateor & 


longe * Numero, quam Su & in eo etiam ſeliciora, 
— uſque e 1 Jo * abſunt a Prioram Au- 
| Proteſtantes, 


ty, 


poſe the Pri- 


of 


x Antiquity. And tis not to be doubted but the 


(10 ! 
Was, the Deſire oſ it. Now, who can 
80955 5 that ſuch good Men as theſe, ſhould 
haxe any ways corrupted, or put ſalſe Inter- 
pretatians upon the Word of God? He muſt 
be & profligate Perſon, indeed, who dare but 
harbour uch a Thought; and his Forehead, 
oves and above that, ſteel'd with Affurance, 
who dare affirm any ſuch thing: and yet it has 
been the Artiſice of ſome, and our Prefacer 
for one, to blacken and yilify theſe holy Men, 
by repreſentiag them as ridiculous Commenta- 
tors upon Holy. Writ, and as perfectly unqua- 
liſied for the interpreting it. Which argues 
theſe-poot Mreirhes who take ſo much liberty, 
to he no better than meer Novices in Chriſtian 


—— the moral Writings and 
Comments Scripture, by this noble Army 
of — ao Cunſeffors ſhall ever rn 
1 

e Writings of the To- 
land. Tividal, and all others of the fame wick- 
ed Stamp, ſhalt: be! configned to the Flames, 


or the moſt ignohle Uſes, and lie buried in 
Duſt and Cobwebs. Nay, it is moſt certain, 


notwithſtanding hat this profound Writer has 
adyanped to the contrary, that the moſt ra- 
tional Method of underſtanding Scripture, is, to 
confult the general Senſe of the Catholick Wri- 
ters of the moſt Primitive Ages. 
Fag. ib. Yhoever hus:ſeen Solomon's Temple 
Allegor ized by by John Bunyan, may find there 4 
ba of the Sagacity and Alder of the 2 
I bers 


( IT ) 85 
thers in Seripture. Au whoeverrreads | 
his Pilenere P rogrels, ws 22 e humfelf 
reading ane 'of "the bright "WS" ther m 


Engliſh, at y 
hang 


This Paſſage would have been 
had it come from any other hand; but where 
it ſtands, it may be ſaſely leſt with the Reader 
without any farther Comment. 

Pag. 4. ' They contradicted the firſt Principles | 
of the Goſpel; by turning Meekneſs, Humiliy,. 
and Self-denial, into Pride, | Riches, and Dom- 
nation: and claim d all things, by Vine 
7 el that gaue them 

bo, I deſire to know, den tie Priory 
that did ſo? ir he means the Fathers of the 
ninth and tenth Centuries, IL will not gain; 
ſay him; but if thoſe of the: four furſt Centu- 
ries, I will affirm it to be as palpable a Falſhoad 
as ever came from the Pen or Mouth of the moſt 
abandoned Scribler; and ſo dbvious, That no 
one who is in the leaſt converſant in Ecoleſia- 
ſtical Story, but muſt quickly find it out. Now, 
to paſs over the Apoſtolick Age, which, IL hope, 
he will not take upon him to chafge with ſuch 
enormous Crimes; in the following Ages the 

Chriſtians were eminent for Modeſty and Mo- 
deration in all their Actions; they then ſought. 
after no other Greatneſs, but that 3 and 
Nobleneſs of Spirit, which was fo peculiar to 
thoſe firſt Ages; they coveted no other Riches 
but their ſpiritual Treaſure; the —— _ oy 
Mind : did not approye. of the proſuie 
Exrrayagance which had ben introduced = | 

; 2 . the 


(12) 

the Wealthof the Roman e, as, 
their vaſt upon ſtately Bundes 8, and 
_eoſtly Furniture: With the like Modefty they 
58 all gaudy Habits, and coſtly Ornaments, 
as (a) Rings ſet with Precious · Stones, Jewels, 
Oc. In abet, every thing that might tend to 
excite ſenſual Deſires, or gratify voluptuous 


Igaclinations, was avoided by them. Nay, in 


the fourth and fifth Ceoturies, in the midſt of 
that high Eſteem which the Clergy then had, 
it was required of them, in ſome Places, to ob- 
ſerye the Rule of Poverty: In Africa, eſpeci- 
ally, (6) (bow Eminent ſoever oY might be 
in other reſpects) they were enjoined to La- 

bour with their Hands, to the Ground, 
ot follow ſome: other boch — 
whereby they might — any prejudice to 
- their Function) get enough for FA own Sub- 
 Liſtence, which — more than a bare Com- 
ency for Food and Raiment: And in thoſe 
laces where there was a Fund for their Sup- 
and Maintenance, they were bound to 
themſelyes Examples of Chriſtian Fruga 
lity and Moderation. The ſame African Ga 
nons (r) give it as a Direction to Biſhops, That 
they ſhould content themſelves with a mode- 


Fate "Fable, and ordinary Funiture. in 


on. Mad Bur. lib. 4s, ap, 3 „„ 

i 7 . cil. iy. Carthag. Can. 52. An. 398. Cancil. Labbei, 
e Coffartii, Tom. II. pag: 1204.” Clericus Victum & Veſtamentum 
di Area, vel Abenden. abique Officii ſai detrimento paret. 
- of 6) Congil, iv. Carthagin. Can. 15. Ut e vilem ſu- 
| WS af viftom pauperem habeat. Labbti Gencil. Tom. II. 
a t 1 I 7 z 
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Rule St. Auguſtine obſerved: For Peſtdus ( (s) | 
{the Writer of his Life) obſerves this Particu- 

lar of him; That beſides Pulſe and Herbs, his 
common Food, he would ſometimes, when he 
had Strangers to entertain, have Tome F leſh- 
Meat and Wine brought to his Table. In 


the Eaft, (b) St. Baſil eat only Bread, with a 
little Salt, 24 drank nothing. but Water, and 
never had but one Coat at a time, and lay with 
his Bed upon the hard Ground. Gregory Na. 
Sianzen- lived much aſter the ſame 'mannex, 
"ous the Enemies of St. Chryſoftom grounded 
one part of their Charge againſt him, That he 
eat by himſelf, and lived a reſerved life: And 
(e) vg himſelf cenſures any: Biſhop who is ſo 
extravagant as to wear Silks, ride on Horſe- 
back, and take upon him ſo much Pomp as 
to be attended with a large Retinue of Ser- 
vants; and tho' he has a convenient Habitati- 
on, yet cannot forbear building. Which 'was 
almoſt the ſame Accuſation as that againſt Por. 
lus Samoſatenus the Age before, (4) * of living 
voluptuouſly, eating to exceſs; being richly 
© habited, and of being attended (as 1 paſſed 
about the City) with a Numerous Ros, 


a) Poſſidius ip Fit. Men uſus el rogali ac Parc 
| * [DEAT i. 7 7. mina, etiam Carnes aliquando 
propter Hoſpites, vel quoſque Infirmiores, continebat. 

b) Greg. Nazianzen, Grat. 20. in Laudem Bafihi, Tom. J. Op. 
NE = pple. T Ep ad Phil 7 7 I. 

6 Homil. g. in 2. Tom. | 
Bait. Paris. * — 1. rs * wo xetT Wy oper, ab. 

„N b ard ah rds (igaeving 

0% Concil. Antioeh. 2, fs. 370. en lu & cem, 
Tom. J. pag. 895. . 

z more 


> YI) 
* more reſembling the Pomp of a Magiſtrate, 
„than the Plainnefs of a Bilkop, * and yet he 
was Biſhop of Antiuch the Capital of the Eaſh, 
and the third City of the World. Nay, the 
—＋ were ſo eee in thoſe Times, 
their Biſhops humble and modeſt, and 
deſpifing of Rick that malicious and indiſcreet 
People ſrom thence took occaſion to paſs hard 
Cenſures upon ſuch as were not fo reſerved. 
St. Chryſoſtom (a) complains of the too hard 
| Meaſure the Biſhops met with on this account; 
FThere are fome (ſaith he) that think much 
* a Biſhop ſhould go into a Bath; that he 
ſhould cat or drink as other Men do; that 
che ſhould have a Servant to wait on him, or 
Mule to ride on. Nay, Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, who was a Heathen, and ſtrangely de- 
voted to the Superſtitions of the Pagan Reli - 
gion, and upon vhoſe Authority our Prefacer's 
Author builds very much, on that very account, 
ing of the Provincial Biſhops at the latter 
end of the fourth Century, 3 (6) © That 
there were at that time in the Provinces; 
«Biſhops, who by the Frugality of their Ta- 
© bles, che Poverty of their Habits, and Mo- 
* deſty of their Looks, render'd themſelves 
* amiable both in the fight of God and Man. 


II. + 


(a) Homil. ix. is Ep. a Phil. cap. 2. pag. Tom. 2 
e. A di 76 c ſcgton derten — Ae, | 


b) ne. Marcellin, bib. 27. cap. 3. pag. 374 * | 
142 18558. Quas tenuitas edendi, ue parciſſime, vili- 
= etiam i — & ſupercilia humum „ perpetuo 


numini, ejus cultoribus, ut commendan, & vere- 
cundos. pr . Paris, 1681, * 


„1m The 


( 1 15 15 

The Rules hid down by the Church, for the 
Regulation of her Clergy, in thoſe Primitive 
Ages, were in their ow.n Nature fo Excellent, 
ſo ſtrictly and careſully obſerved by thoſe who 
had a Concern for them, that fome of the chief 
Adverfaries of the Chriſtian Religion cou'd-not- 
but take Notice of them, and with a ſort of 
Emulation bear Teſtimony to them. And as 
it has been obferved, that Ammianus Marcell. 
mes gave Teſſimony to the good Lives of ay. 
Clergy of his Time; fo we find, that 
the Works of Julian the Apoſtate, there is 
famous Epiſtle to Arſacius High- Prieſt of G- 
latta, which is recorded by den, ( 4) where- 
in he takes occaſion to inform him, That 

it was very apparent, that the cauſes of the 
great encreaſe of Chriſtianity, was, the Hoſ- 
pitality of its Clergy and others towards Straa- 

gers, joined with a pretended Sanctity and Ho- 
linek of Liſe; therefore he enjoins him, a8 
High- Prieſt of Galatia, to take care that all 

the Prieſts of his Religion ſhould be brought 
to anſwer the ſame Character; to be Diligent 
and Sober, or elſe to be r from the Of. 
fice of Prieſthood. Now this is remarkable, 
for its coming from the Mouth of an Adver- 
ſary, (and ſuch an one, I dare fay, as our Pye. 
facer does not diſlike) and proves, that the Cler- 
gy of the Chriſtian Church, in thoſe Times, were 
Men that lived by excellent Rules, were Dili” 


gent in their Employment, Grave and Sober 


(a) Softomen. Beeleſ lib. — 16. Edit. N. &, 
Paris, p. 68, 69. Ea. Lag, Cantabrig. p. 203, —_ 


The. 0 / | In 


* (26) 
in their Deportment, Charitable to the Indigent 
and Needy, and cautious and reſerved in their 
| mbalt.Coarerfation. and Behaviour towards all 
Men: which as it tended mightily to propagate 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſo it was what Julian, 
upon that account, could not forbear looking 
at with an envious eye, and deſire that his Idol- 
Prieſts might gain the ſame Character; to e- 
clipſe, if — the envied Reputation of the 
other, — 5 reflect Honour and Luſtre on his 
beloved Heathen Religion. Now this Character 
coming from the Pens of two profeſſed Heathens, 

— be reckoned: an authentick Relation, 
— jak Account af thoſe holy Men; ſo ample 
_— and Commendation of whom, no- 
thing but Truth could have extorted from the 
greateſt Adveyfarics of their Religion. But ſur- 
ther: Origen (4) making a Compariſon be- 
twirt the Heathen Prieſts, and the Chriſtian | 
Biſhops and Clergy, openly avers it as a thing 
undeniable, .'That they who preſided over 
the Chriſtian Churches, had in reality that e- 
minency of Worth and Vertue above others, 
which the Magiſtrates of Cities had only in 
Name and Shew. And this he ſpeaks in one 
of his Books againſt Celſus ; where he had ſoo- 
liſhly expoſed himſelf to the Heathens, had not 

the thing been manifeſtly ſo.» Moſt of the 
| Biſhops of the three firſt Ages ſtand upon 
2 for ſingular Examples of Vertue and 


Piety: ſo that the Emperor Alexander Seve- 


p. 129.* Edit, Gul. Spencer. 1658, 
TMs 


; 'a) Contra C elfum um," 15 
p. 607. Edit Froben, Bal. 


5 
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Rich ahr © to be taken, 
enquiring into the Manners and alificarions 
of all Perſons to he admitted into! Em- 
ployments : {b) They choſe thereſore to put 
into the Sacred Functions, thoſe | — 
whoſe Sanctity was more eminently 
ble, and Vertue was the moſt a 
of hi ich Aurelius, Cejerinus, and Made | 
are . as Inftances by Saint Cyprian (c). 
d he that wou'd ſee more the good 
Charadter of the Clergy in general, in thoſe 
Primitive Ages, muſt confult the ancient Apo- 
1 where he will find it interwoven with 
the Character of Chriftians in general; whoſe 
8850 and e and Charity, and uni- 
eſs, was owing, partly to the In- 


and partly y to the provoking Ex- 
58 of their Guides and Leaders, he lived 
3 ſpoke, and always trod the Path them- 
ſelves in tlie firſt place, which they were deſitous 


of having others walk. in: which was the 4 
| (4) Lampridius in 
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chat ſet the Chriſtian Clergy ſo much aboue the 
Gentile. Philoſophers; For the. the. laſt dif: 
courſed, and wrote excellently well about Ver- 
tue in the Theory yet they contradidted all they 
faid in the Practice. Their Diſcourſes, as Mi. 
ruins (a) obſerves, were only eloquent Ha- 
rangues againſt their own Vices; whexeas the 


% 


Chriſtian Philoſophers expreſſed their Proſeſſion, 
not in their Words, or Habit, but in the real 
Virtues of the Soul; they did not Talk Great, 
but Lived Well, and ſo attained to that Glory 


which the Philoſophers pretended always to be 


offering at, but never cou d arrive to.. .. Gregory 
Nazianzen (b) triumphs over the Pagan Philoſo- 
phers upon this Head, as likewiſe does Tertul- 
Lan (c) St. Cyprian, and many Others; whoſe 
Arguments had been eaſily retorted, had not 
the Chriſtian Clergy. been generally Men of 
a better Character than the Heathen Philoſo- | 

phers, and entirely ſree from the Imputations 
which they caſt upon their Adverſaries. From 
all which, it is ſufficiently evident, how groun- 
leſs our Prefacer's wicked Aſſertion is, That 
the Fathers. contradicted the firſt Principles of 
the-Goſpel, by turning Meekneſs and Humility, 


into Pride, Riches, and Domination. - 


Pag. ibid No People upon Earth ever differed | 


more than the Fathers, (no, not their Succeſ- 
 ſars,) nor proceeded to greater Fury or Bitterneſs 
in their Differences; they were conſtantly, almoſt, 
uur relling about the Smalleſt, as well as Greateſt 


{a) Minu. Oftav. (6b) Greg. Naxianx. Ive, 1. in Julian. 


. 2 ) Tertul. Apolog. c. 46. Cyprian. de Bono Patientiz, pag. 210. 


Points ; 


19) 
Points; and they * one another, for the 
Smalleſt, as well as for the Greateſt." "It is to be 


hoped, we are not to learn our Religion, from thoſe 
* wanted Charity, nor our Charity; or Meck- 


from Men that were perpetually Aurelia, 


n Carſo ſing each other. 


oy. by Fathers, he means Thoſe of the Firſt 
ges of Chriſtianity ;/ this is no more than a 
katy Invectiye, and as'monſtrous/a Fal- 
ſhood, as ever the Author of the ent 
Whig, by the wicked Suggeſtions of the Father 
of Lyes, did ever invent. The Learned Dr. 
Cave, 11 1 of the Unity of the Chriſtians 
in the Firſt Ages, (and, I preſume, he had no 
deſign of excepting tlie Fathers out of this Ac- 
count) ſay wx lows: *{a) That ſuch was the 
«Tem 4 and ſuch the Carriage of thoſe Pious 
e Chriftians, ev'n towards their Enemies, and 
« them that were without: ” That it contained 
| nothing leſs than Kindneſs and Beneficence. 
* Within "Themſelves," they continued the 
. * moſt admirable Peace and Harmony, and 
« were," in a manner, of one Heart and Soul. 
2 They lived in the ſtricteſt Amity, and ab- 
'© horred all Diviſions, as a Plague and Fire- 
% brand. But becauſe Mens Underſtandings 
% are not all of a ſize; nor all Truths alike 
* plain and evident, Differenoes in Mens Judg- 
e ments and Opinions muſt needs ariſe... No 
Schiſm ever aroſe in the Church, about any 
e of the more conſiderable Principles of Reli- 
gion, but ĩt was preſently bewail'd, with uni- 
(a) Primitive Chriſtianity, Part. 10 oy 3. fag. 307. | 
E 2 e verſal 


ner It pious and Men; 
1 — — endeavoured to her up; 
« 10 Ways left unattempted; no Methods of 


© Perſuaſion omitted, that might contribute 


to it. And in another Haase (a) ſpeaking 
of their Piety, be fays, < That whoever looks 
« into thoſe Times, will and Piety active and 


c zealous, ſhining through the blackeſt Clouds 
4 of Malice and Cruelty; afflided Innocence 


7 triumphant, notwithſtandi all the N 
« or Politick Attempts of or Devils: 


Patience unconquerable, under the biggeſt 
* Perſecutions; a Charity truly catholick and 


unlimited; a Simplicity and Upright Car- 


4 riage in all their Actions; a Sobriety and 
«© Temperance remarkable, to the Admiration 
* of their Enemies. In ſhort, he-will ſee the 
divine and holy Precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion, drawn down into Action; and the 
E moſt excellent Genius and Spirit of the Goſpel, 
< breathing in the Hearts and Liyes of theſe 

< good. old Chriſtians.” 
fpeaking of the pious Di 
ſtians in the Age in which he lived; and ſhewing 
what a Change was made in them, by the em- 
bracing of the Chriſtian Religion; We (ſays 
he) Who formerly valued our Money and 
Eſtates before all things elſe, do now put 
« them into a Common Stock, and diſtribute 


s them to thoſe that are in Need: We, who 


4) Preface to Primitive Chriſtianity, 
(6) Apel. 1. Edit. Thirlby, pag. 20. 
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NY © that every Man is travelling either towards 
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1c G. and delighted fn ow | 
ce cual frels an according 
« to Cu to fit at the ſame Fire 
ec with thofe who were not ef our own Tribe 
« aha Patty; now, fince the ' of 
« Chrift in the World, live with 
« chem, y for our Enemies; may ee Moen 
«to | e chole who unjuſtly hate us, to 
« order their Lives according to the excellent 
40 3 of Chriſt, that may have 


e wi to obtain the ſatne Rewards with 

EE 
„ "Phings i MA pies, he tells 
de Exe „ 44) That Peace; the 


1 Chris, 'above all Men in the World, 

« promote und further it; ſoraſmuch as we 
« teach, That no Wicked Man, no Covetons 
« 'or Treacherous Perſon, no Good/or Virtuous 
„Man, can lie hid from-theEye ef God: but 


« an Eternal Happincls, or Miſery, according 
_ « to the Defezt. or Nature of bis Work. 


Nay, Lutian, as bitter an Enemy as Chriſtianiey 
could polfiblyi/tave, gives a more favourable 
Character of the Chriftians of thoſe Times, than 
our wicked Prefacer : (b) He ſays of them, in 
general, That they equally contemn all che 
a Edit. Dir 16. * bun net 
2 Fo, d v4 2 pv ha Py goon cn 


new, fee 
b de Morte ni, 68. Egit.'4 687. 
e eb ow 2 e ee 
wirws vn robe, ou, &C. U yup res dd netxe- 


uigeense, 1d fbr 6207 daha 7, xa} Grad c & xpirr. Ibid. | 


Adyan- 
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pag. 567. 


(22) 

, Advantages of this Liſe, "and account them 
72 Common; fooliſhly taking up their Princi- 

4 ples in theſe things, without accurate ſearch 
«into them: | inaſmuch that if any ſubtle or 
« crafty F ellow, that knows how to improve 
« his Advantage, was to come amongſt them, 
« he wou'd grow Rich in a little time, by ma- 
king a Prey of that Simple and Credulous 
« Pegple. And he tells us. That they 
« were ſo far perſuaded of Immortality, 1 


« they ev'n courted Neath from their Perſe- 
Ix > 1g 


©. The Ranters, 88 Mug- 
4 — — and Fiſth-Monarchy- Men were not 
more ſtark, Mad with Enthuſiaſm, than the 
Fathers; nor was Jacob, Behmen 4 greater 
 Viſuanary, or vended more devout, Dreams, 
The bare Recital of this, is ſufficient (in my 
opinion) to expoſe the Folly and Wickedneſs 
ol its vile Author, Who, tis only odds, ſpeaks 
here of Sects, whoſe REES he is as little 
acquainted with, as thoſe of the Fathers. — 
-But ta, paſs oyer the remaining, part of his 
.Ribaldry, having already, I. preſume, ſpent 
too much Paper and Ink upon this Vile Preface, 
and to proceed to the Author of the Pamphlet 
itſelf, He ſets out, with a due Encomium uj n 
the Doctrine and Study of ee and 
tells us, 
. That : ms ſorts of Men, in a peculiar 
manner EN t0 4 105 themſelves to the ſtudy 
thereof, the P Min! ers of 3 and 
| * Learned. 5 

Hitherto 
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(23) 

Hitherto we are Spd, That the Perſons he 
articularizes, ought to ſtudy this Doctrine. 

ut are not the Liky y, and thoſe that are Un- 
learned, under any Obligation to ſtudy it too? 
It is as geedful for them, in order to ide eter- 
nal Salvation, that they act and live conſiſtently 
with the Rules of Morality, as either the Clergy, 
or the Learned. But to paſs that over: He pro- 
ceeds, to inform us how ignorant the Jews and 
Heathens were of this Doctrine, and how little 
either ofthe two put the Precepts thereofin prac- 
tice; and from thence proceeds to the Fathers 
LN 725 firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and tells us, 
12. That it is not to be wonder d, that 

goo the Death of the Apoſtles, and ther firſt 
iſciples, the Evil increaſed every Day more and 
more; The extream Fonaneſs of the following Ages 


for Fables and Allegories, falſe Eloquence, and the 
 Reveries of the Pagan Philoſophers ; The profound 


Tenorance of the Art of juſt Reaſoning, and of the 

right manner of interpreting the Holy Script _ 

Ke. gives us Cres to believe the Study of 

rality made great Progreſs in the World, in 2257 

Timer, notwithſtanding all the Lig ht of the Goſpel. 
To this I am furniſhed with a very Good 


Anſwer from'a learned Hand. (a) This is 


much eaſier ſaid, than proved; © and were it 
neceſſary to ſet out the Primitive Writers in 


their native proper Colours, I could with half 
the Pains their Ad verſaries have taken to diſ- 


0 figure them, ſhew as noble Plainneſs, as 


| ( a) Reeres's Preface concerning the Right Uſe of | the Fathers, 
F. G5. 46. 


c © manly 
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Yate, Reaſoning, 26 moving 1 5 
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< much, much more. 
4 Plc than — — e 


* the plain hiſtorical Part of the. Bible? All 
'« therefore that. can be argued from hence, g- 


'* is, that ſuch darling Figures may ſometimes 
Opinions lels diſtinft, and certaid, 
put how Ky ag v9 rey their Teſtimony 
n Mattets o ory is what L want to Know. 
t. For L take it to he ſull as caly to di- 
fſlinguiſh naked Fruth, ora ſimple Relation of 


78 render their C 


Fact from Oratory and Flouriſh, as to tell 
Y ee a Man be be dreſſed or undreſſed, 34 ; 
ag. 
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Pag. 13. That where the Fathers trated. of 
Mer ty, *twas very rarely, and on particular 
Occaſions, and always in a Looſe, Immethodical 


Mae. 


But this is only his bare 3 
Falſhood of which Aſſertion, th ope the Reader 
will be fully convinced, from what follows, 
2 Ib. Let us run over the moſt Celebrated. 
them, and they will furniſh us with mas 
* Examples of what I have 7 

But what are become Jpoftalicdl 
Fathers; St. Clement of Nane, oe natius, 
Saint Polycery, Saint Barnabas, Saint Flermas? 
Theſe were moſt of them Maftyts for the 
Chriſtian Faith, and no doubt, may be teckoned. 
on all accounts, amongſt the moſt celebrated : 
And yet thefe he thought proper to paſs over, 
for what Reaſon he beſt knows; The after all, 
we may take it for granted, from his dlence, F 
that he could not find the leaſt occaſion" for . - 
Cavil, in any one of their Writings, which have 
been admirably defended by ſeveral (a) earned 
Pag. ib. Athenagoras holds the Warſhip if | 


Angels. ; 

And ſor this he quotes his Apology for the 
Chriſtian Religion: But J will take upon me to 
affirm, Thatt there is not one Syllable, eithet in 
that, or his other Treatiſe of the Reſurrection 
of t the Dead, which can poſſibly be tortur'd to aof 


7 a) Archbiſhop Wakes Genuine Epiſtles of the Apoſtolical' Fa: 
thers, Pear/oni- A N 8. eh, Uper. Cotelerius, 
Cove, Wotton, &c 
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5 ( 26) ; 

ſach Senſe. For aſter having ſpoken of the Tri- 
nity of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead; 
he ſays, (a) Nor do we here end our Belief of 
wh = Godhead ; for we believe there is a great 
% Multitude of Angels, and Miniſtring Spirits, 
„ whom the Divine Architect and Creator of 
« the World hath diſtributed into ſeveral 
e Ranks and Orders, and appointed to ſerve a- 
e bout the Elements, the Heaven and the 
« Earth, to regulate the Affairs and Oecono- 
% my of the World. And in (6) another 
place he ſays, © That God created the Angels, 

ee that they might inſpe& Human Affairs, and 
take care of thoſe Things which he had placed 
cc in ſo exact and harmonious an Order: And 
« notwithſtanding he preſided oyer every Thing 
« by his general Providence; yet, for all this, 

* he gave the Angels a Charge concerning ſome 
< Particularsin the Creation. And this is what 
he mentions of Angels, and is far from proving 
the Worſhipping of them: implying no more 
than this, That there were Guardian-Angels, 
Of which Opinion was LAG Tuſtin Martyr, and 


J _ agreat 
4) Kei d& in} Tyra 5 boa y 1a cara ſuibee, & AAN ne} mw 17- 
ber. u Aury Paper, 44 won e 
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F Atbenagoræ Legat. pro ack Reel, p. 40, 41. Edit. 
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1 | 
a great many more of the Fathers. There is 
indeed, a Paſlage in Juſtin Martyr, from whence 


| Baronius has endeavour'd to prove the Wor- 


ſhip of Angels; and from him, Monſieur Da 
Pin has quoted Athenagoras, inftead of Fuſtin. 


But the Learned Biſhop (4) Bull, and Mr. 


Reeves, have retriev'd this Paſſage from that 
miſtaken Senſe by the ſame Author. () And 
another very learned, and reverend Author, has 
by an eaſy, and natural Tranſpoſition of the 
Words, compared with ſome Paſſages of the 
ſame Author, and other early Fathers, plainly 
proved this Paſſage, incapable of any ſuch In- 
terpretation: And if we look into the Antients 
for three hundred Years and more, it is evident, 
that there was no ſuch thing as Angel-Worſhip 


amongſt the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages. For Ori- 


en, (c) who flouriſh'd in the middle of the 
Third Century, ſpeaks the Senſe of the Chri- 
ſtians of his Time, in Anſwer to Celſus, who 
objected to the Chriſtians the Neglect of thoſe 
Spirits, who, under God, preſided over Affairs 
here Below, asa faulty Omiſhon amongſt them; 
tells him, ** Altho* we know that not Devils, 
« (luchas you worſhip) but Angels are appoint- 


, in} ryro; irate magihvxw. Origen. Tom. I. p. 817. Edit. Fro 


ben. Baſil. & alibi.- Clement. Alexandr. Strom. lib. 5. p. 592+ 
lib. 7. p. 702. Edit. Pariſ. Lactant. de origin. Erroris, lib. 2. 
cap. 14. p. 191. Edit. Oxon. 
(a) Deſenſio Fidei Niczn, p. 70. Op. Fol. Apolog. of Juſt. 
Mart. Vol. 1. p. 23. | 

| (6) Locus Fuftini Martyris emendatus in Apolog. 1. pag. 11. 
Edit. Thirlb. Bibliothec. Literar. Numb. 8. 1724. p. 1. &c. 
e) Contra Celſum, lib. 8. Kar ide, d won Oxinorcts Tivee, 
Aris & Trey wines is} Tar N , n,, Kc. Edit. Spenceri, 


p. 416. 
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. 28 ) 
©-ed'to fake care of the Increaſe of the Earth; 
and the Generation of Animals: We ſpeak 
well of them, indeed, and proclaim them 
L blefſed; but yet we aſcribe not that Honour 
5 to them, which is due to God alone: Becauſe 

© neither God would have us to do ſo, nor they 
© themſelves.' And a ſew Pages aſter, There 
© is (ys he) only one God, whoſe Fayour we 
are to ſeek, (viz.) the ſupreme God; and the 
80 y way to obtain his Favour, is, by Prayer, 
| L yirtyous living. If next to the Supreme 

+ God. Celſus would have us to court the 
Good. Will of thoſe other Powers that are 
under Him; let him conſider, that when the 
Body moves, the Shadow moves with it; ſo 
( when a Man has obtain d the Favour of God, 
© he eonſe uently -hath all the 'Angels and 
© Saints for his Friends. And ds after 
acknowledges, * That the Angels are preſent 
© at our Prayers, and pray with, and for us. ” 
Which plainly ſhews, that he thought the Con- 
cernment which the Holy Angels had in our 


Devotioos, was no proper Argument to move 


ps to withdraw any of our Prayers from God, 
and to impart 1 to theſe bleſſed Spirits. 
And in another place of the ſame Work la) he 
acknowledges, * 'That the Angels doone while 
* aſcend to the Higheſt —.— and then again 
geſcend to Men, with a Return of the Divine 
Bleſſings. And he preſently ſubjoins, by 
way of Caution, * That we are not to worſhip 


Contra Celſum, lib. . 
| Fe. 4 P. 233. 1 u ; 


them; 


(29) 
them; adding this Reaſon, For all De- 
precations and Prayers, | Interceffions and 
Thankſgivings are to be directed to the Su · 
preme God, by the High - Prieſt who is above all 
Angels, The Living Word, and God. Nay, 
if we look into the (2) Clementine Liturgy, fo 
called, which is by the Learned on all hands 
confeſſed to be Ancient, and to contain the Or- 
der of Worſhip obſerved in the Eaſtern Churches 
before the Times of Conſtantine; there is not one 
Prayer to be found, from the Beginning to the 
End of it, made to Saint, or Angel. So that 
tis plain, that Angel-Worſhip was not of an 
Ancient Date; nor did Athenagoras, as our 
Author both ſalſely and ignorantly affirms, hold 
any ſuch thing: And the learned Baddens is 
againſt him in this particular, who informs us, 
© (6) © That Remigius Ceillier, in his Anſwer to 
© Monſieur Barbeyrac, ſays that he would do a 
Thing very agrecable to the Church of Rome, 
could he prove this point. 
Pag. ib. St. Clement's Pedagogue is a confuſed 
Heap af Precepts, without Order, without Con- 
nexion, full of Declamations and Myſteries ; in 
one word, worthy of him, who writes almoſt con- 
tinmally without Order, and without Coherence.. 

This is only Monſ. Barbeyrac's Opinion, who 


a . Conft. lib. viii. 
8 9 Buddei Tſagoge, Vol. I. p- 621. Verum an- 
los colendos, aut adorandos eſſe, quod præeunte Ludovico Ell. 
Dupin. Barbeyracius adſerit, Athenagoras diſerte nullibi docet, 
Idque & Remigius Ceillier ei exprobrat ; Qui & addit, Barbeyra- 
einm Eecleſiæ Nomanæ rem longe gratiſſimam fac urum, fi hoc proba- 


re poſſet. , 
. take 


(30) 
takes an unwarranted Liberty of treating the 
Fathers, and all other Perſons (who are not to 
be dragg d into his Method of Thinking) juſt as 
he pleaſes: He lays a Load upon ſome of the 
Fathers, ' becauſe they treat but little upon Mo- 
ral Points; and yet here he finds fault with St. 
Clement, for writing much upon that — 
ject. Da Pin ſays, © () That St. C 5 
'Y Pedagogue is a Diſcourſe entirely of Morality ; 
< and that as he was endowed with extraordi- 
© nary Learning, anda ſingular Talent in Wri- 
ting, ſo he compoſed ſeveral conſiderable 
© Works: which diſcover great Induſtry and 
Study. And this is the Character given of 
bim by Gentian Hervet, (b) Have you a de- 
* ſign (ſays he) to correct that abominable 
Corruption of Manners in this preſent Age? 
There is no Author that reproves Vice more 
* ſeverely, that exhorts more powerfully to 
the Practice of Vertue, and that gives better 
© Rules and Inſtructions for leading a Chriſtian 
©'Life. You cannot have too high an Eſteem 
for the Learning, and Sanity of Saint Cle. 
* ment, who being a Prieſt, carried himſelf, and 
lived after ſo holy a manner, that it were ve- 
© ry much to be wiſhed, that there were more 
f Perſons in this Age like him. And St. Je- 
rome (c) informs us, That all his Works are 
(a) Eceleſ. Hiſt. zd. Cent. p. 76. 

1 Du Pir's Eccleſ. Hiſt. zd. Cent. p. 83. | 

(e Hieroy. Catalog. Scriptor. Eccleſ. Tom. J. p. 379. Edit. Pariſ. 
1609. Feruntur ejus inſignia volumina plenaque eruditionis & elo- 
| —— de Scripturis divinis, quam de ſgcularis Literaturæ 


* tull 


HS) 


c ſull of InftruQion and Eloquence, as well 


v hat he wrote upon Scripture, and Divinity, 
© as his Treatiſes upon other Subjects. And 
Dr. Cave (a) ſays, That the Pedagogue ve contains 
ſeyeral Inſtructions in Chriſtian Morality,, to 
one lately converted from Gentiliſm. Nay 
Buddeus animadyerts upon him, in Delence of 
Saint Clement's (b) Pedagogue. 

Pag. ib. He boaſts Aan in another 5 
of having a deſign of Covering Things; t +5 
none but ſuch as were 1% intillgent, and wil- 


ling to take a great deal of pains, might be able 
to comprehend them. 

St. Clement, in one of the places reſerred to, 
ſays, (c) That he has ſometimes interſperſed _ 
his Writings with ſuch Paſſages, that the Ho- - 
© ly Traditions might not be expoſed to ſuch as 
© were without the Pale of the Church, and not 


yet initiated in the Myſteries of the Chriſtian 


(a) the. Literar. 1. p. 55. Pzdagogus, Libros ij compl 
in quo Gentilem jam converſum ad vitam, mores que vere 
nos informat. 

(6) Wagoge. Vol. I. p. 622. De morali DoQrins/ Clemenris, 
ſpeciatim zdagogo ejus, non omnes idem ſentiunt. Regulas 
vitæ nimis ſeveras, rigidasque, & ab hodierne vitæ conſuetudine alie- 
| 2 eum præſcribere, conqueritur Joan. Barbeyratius. At v ro 
&, que Chriſtus ipſe Servator dedit, virtutis præcepta, multis ri- 
gida & ſevera nimis videntur, & a vitæ conſuetudine aliena. Ne- 
mo tamen, ea ideo rejicienda paws Nec 4 ex vitæ conſue- 
tudine, ſed ex Scripturæ Sacræ æ, quas debea- 
mus, conſtituendz, Bebe ſim tholis goto Quod 
confuſio, ordinis neglectus, declamationes, Clementi objiciantur, cum 
ad rem ipſam non ſpectet, me non morabitur, ſiquidem ei cum als 
Patribus commune eſt. &c. In Pædagogo Clementis meliorem de- 
prehendi ordinem, Methodumque quam aut in ejuſdem, aut alio- 
rum Patrum ſcriptis, nemo, qui harum rerum gnarus eſt, negaverit. 

(<) Stromat. lib. 7. %. 18. Tom. ii. p. 901, Ear. Oxon., 1715. 


6 Religion: 


(632) 
Neligion: Theſe Books - are not like 
< thoſe fine Gardens, in which the Trees and 
«Plants are ranged in exact Order, to delight 
the Eyes of the Beholder; but rather, reſem- 
0 2 ſome Thicket, in which Cypreſſes, Lin- 
Trees, Apple - Trees, Olives, Fig- Trees, 
4 — Trees, both fruitful and padre 
- © are planted together promiſcuouſly,*” =o 
Pag. ib. There are in the Pedagogue divers 
Paſſages, which, Mr. Du Pin is of opinion, ought 
not 10 be read by every one. 
And there are in the Pedagogue divers excel- 
lent Things, of which Mr. Du Pin (a) ſpeaks in 
the i manner: * Theſe Books (layshe) 
© are very profitable for thoſe that ſtudy Mora- 
« lity;' and if the Caſuiſts of our hens had 
«© peruſed and confidered them well, they had 
not fallen into that damnable Remiſſneſ, 
_ © wherein they have ſuffered themſelves to be 
© overtaken: They might alſo be very uſeful to 
«© all Chriftians, and I much wonder that no 
© Perſon has undertaken to tranſlate them, in 
this Age, wherein ſeveral Pious and Learned 
Men have employed their Time and Labour, 
* wrendring intelligible to all People, the moſt | 
© excellent Writings of the Fathers, by tran- 
« flating them into our with a Clear- 
neſs and Exactneſs of Stile not to be imitated, 
Pag. ib. There are in hit Pedagogue divers 
Payuloxes ; for example, he mamtams that the 
Chriſtian is the only Rich Man. 
Nut where is the Paradox of This, in the 


(BJ Do Pin's Ecclel, Hit. of the 2d. Century, p. 77. 
5 3 Senſe 
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(33) 
Senſe in which he maintains it? He proves, 
in ſeycral reſpects, that the Good Chriſtian is 
the only Perſon that is truly Rich; that earth- 
rear are fading, and tranſitory, and that 
they take to themſelves Wings, and fly away: 
ang a reſers to that paſſage, (in Mat. vi. 19, 
yh ra up for your ſelves Treaſures: _ 
CR Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt 
where Thieves break through — ſteal; yy 
up for your ſelves Tais in Heaven, &c. 


He 


tells us, That neither Jewels, nor Silver, nor 


Gold, nor Garments, nor the Beauty of the 
| Body, are of any eſteem, in compariſon with 
Virtue; and for this he reſers to that Paſs 
ſage, in Prov. vui. 10, 11. Receive my Inſtrutfion, 
and not Silver ; and Knowledge, g's than 
choice Gold, For Wiſdom is better than Rubies ; 
and all the things that may be deſired, are not 10 
be compared to it. And in ch. 11. ver. 13. The 
Deſire of the Ri eu is only Good, but the ex- 
7 of the Wicked is Wrath. And in ano- 
ace, he ſays, (6) © It remains, that we 
the Pious Chriſtian the only Rich and 
© Lan Man, as one who is rendred Juſt, 
© Prudent, and Holy, by the Laws of Chriſt. 
And in other —. — obſerves, that it is not 
he, ho poſſeſſes abundance of worldly Wealth, 
that deſerves the Name of a rich Man; but 
© he who liberally beſtows ſome Part of what 
© he has, in Charity upon his poor and indigent 
＋— Alexandr. Pædag. lib. 3. cap, 6. Pp. 274, 275. E- 


(Y. Cobert. ns, 5. 94. Edit. Oxon. e. 
ur 1 2 | 
G 4 Bre- 


1 

« Brethren. That the Treaſure, which Hs 
tum is the greateſt Treaſure, which 
© is not to be angmended by Flecks, or great 
Poſſeſſions, but by Ged only. "Antthele are 
_ © the Treaſures which a Man cannbt be de- 
„ prived of, the Seat of which is the Mind; 
theſe are the only Riches which can enable 


Man to be truly Happy. Agreeable to 
which; is the Opinionof (b) Lactamius, where 


he tells us, That thoſe are not the rich Men, 

< who poſſeſs a great deal of worldly Wealth; 
© butthoſe who uſe what they Have? mW orks 
f Juſtice and Beneficence. * 80 that this 
Place of St. Clement, -if duly conſidered with 
what goes before, and what comes after, is far 
from being a Paradox, as this great Advocate 
for Free- Thinking, and Enemy to the Fathers 
(to flur the Writings k wy Character of Saint 
Clement) would willingly repreſent it. 


Pag. 17. He — 17 750 fes the Idolatry 
of the Pagans, where he 2 


adore them. 

I he will allow 8. Clement to be conſiſtent 
with himſelf and explain one Paſſage ſome what 

obſcure, with —— that are plain and expreſs 

upon the very ſame Subject; I think Tmay ven- 

ture to ſay, that this is almoſt as great a Miſ- 
take, as his affirming Athenagoras to have hol- 


(a) — Faftitia lib. 5. cap. 15, 63. Edit. Oxon. 
Divites ſunt enim non quia Divitias bens 25 e illis ad 


Opera Juſtitiæ. Et qui Pauperes videntur, bern | 


n egent, & nihil concupiſcunt. 
bs den 


ays, That God gabe 
them the Sun, Moon, and Stars, that they might 


— 


1 its > So. MES 
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dentheWorſhip of Angels. For tho St. Clement 
in the Place reſerred to, ſays, (e) That God per- 
mitted them to go on in the Worſhip of: the 
Hleavenly Bodies, for fear they ſhould turn A. 
theiſts; hoping, that by their contemplating 
thoſe glorious Luminaries, they would be en- 
gaged to conſider who was the Creator of them, 
and by that means be led to the Worſhip of the 
True God; yet in another Place, (where he 
explains the Difference betwixt the Pagan Ido- 
dg and the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion } 
he plainly confutes our Author's Aſſertion, by 
declaring * That (6) Chriſtians are the only 
a * Perſons. enticely free from Idolatry, who 
worſhip God, in the Manner which he has 

r And elſewhere (c) he inſorms 
us, That the firſt Command in the Decglogue, 
plainly proves againſt the Heathens, that there 
is but One God, who brought his People Mael 
out of Egypt into the Promiſed 2 that 
his Divine Operations, they might be 
ſenſible oſhis Divine Power, and by that means 
be engaged to ſorbear Idolizing thoſe which were 
created, putting their Truſt in God alone. 
Which will further appear, from a Treatiſe of 
his, called An Exhortatiom to the Gentilet; a 
Diſcourſe wrote on purpoſe . * 


a) Cnet. Alxandeis, Stromat. 6. 
81 'Stromat. Ib. 6: /. 5. p. 759, & 760. Buddei I 


ne Vol. 


23 non.adprobat aut excuſat Idolclatriam Clemeps, = 
ed, ena gs conſiderans, non æque malam ac atheiſmum 


eſſe, unciat. De ſola etiam permiſſione eum contendit | 
Reni, Ceillier. c. ij. p. 70. ſeq. . 


Name d.. 7,16, 7809 Edit. Ogon,  , 
9 gans 


136) 
gem from theit Idolatry, and to perſuade them 
to embrace the Chriſtian Religion. In the be- 
'ginning of which, he plainly ſhews the different 
Deſigns of Jefus Chriſt, and of Orpheus, and 
the other ancient Muſicians, who where the 
firſt Authors of Idolatry, by telling us, (a) 
That they drew Men into Idolatry, by their 
Singing, and Harmonious Muſick ; and by 

that means rendred them miſerable Slaves to 
Idols; and made them no better than the very 
FBrutes, and Stocks and Stones, which they 
« worſhipped : That Jeſus Chrift, out of a ten · 
der Regard, and compaſſionate Concern for 
Mankind, at laſt took upon him Human 
Nature, in order to ſet them free from the 
Slavery of Demons. ' (b) He aſtewards ſhews 
the Vanity of the Pagan Religion, by diſco- 
vering the Myſteries thereof, which he enume- 
rates, and deſcribes in the moſt exact manner: 
And ſhews, in the ſecond place, the Original of 
Idolatry, and by what means Men firſt inven- 
ted their Account of the fabulous Train of Hea- 
then Gods: Some, ſays he, contemplating the 
Stars, and admiring their Courſes, deified 
them: The Indians adored the Sun: the 
© Phrygians the Moon; and others, collecting 
vith Pleaſure the Fruits of the Earth, made 
a Deity of Corn, by the name of Ceres; and 
others, of the Vine, which they called Bac- 
* chys.* &c. And aſter having ſhewn the Ori- 
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ginal of Idolatry, he, inthe next place, proves 
the Folly of it, by demonſtrating, that d their 
ipal Gods, Jupiter, Mars, &. were meer 
and that the wiſeſt of the Heathens have 
acknowledged as much. Aſter which he is 
earneſt in his Exhortations to them, to embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion, in conſideration of the 
ſeveral Advantages with which 'tis attended; 
and preſſes them to quit their Idolatry, and 
vicious Courſes, and to live and believe as the 
Chriſtians do. 

Pag. 18. Tertullian ſeems 1 carry the extra- 
vagant Auſterities of the Montaniſts tao far, and 
aſſerts, That a Chriſtian cannot in Conſcience per- 
form the Function of a Fudge. . 

Tis probable he may in ſome places carry 
the Auſterity 'of the Montaniſts too far: But 
here I cannot but think that our Author has 
miſtaken his Meaning ; whether through Igno- 
rance, or with Deſign, Iwill not take upon 
me to determine: For (a) this Father puts 
the Caſe, whether a Chriſtian may accept of a 
Dignity or Poſt of Honour under a Heathen 
Magiſtrate, provided he keeps clear in the point 
of I and determines in the Affirmative; 
inſtancing in the Caſes of oſeph and Daniel. 
And if he ſeems to emn a Chriſtian's 
acting in the Capacity of a Judge, tis for the 
aforeſaid Reaſon; becauſe, in that Caſe, he 


(a) De Idololatrid, . 17. 5. 96. Edit. Rigaltii. Cedamus 
itaque ſuccedere alicui , ut in quoquo honore, ut in ſolo honoris 
nomine incedat, neque ſacrifice, neque ſacrificiis auctoritatem ſuam 
accommodet, c. 


ſcarce 


2% 4 2a 
ſcarce thought it poſſible for him to be free from 
Idolatry. So that tis evident, that it was not 
the Office, but the Sin (which would neceſſarily 
attend the execution of it, under ſuch Cireum- 
ſtances) which he condemas. - _ 
Pag. ib. He ſays, That the Gaſgel forbids, 
without Reſtric tian, to return, Evil for El. 
And ſo it moſt certainly does; And Tertullan 
is in the right, and of conſequence M. Barbeyrac 
in the wrong, who, whilſt he pretends to de- 
ſend the Doctrines of Morality, deſerts thoſe of 
the Ghriſtian Religion, and ſets at nought one 
of the poſitive Precepts of our Saviour, Mat. 5. 44. 
But I ſay unto you, Love your enemies; bleſs them 
that curſe jou; do good tothem that hate you; and 
pray for them 4 5 deſpitefully uſe AER and yr 
ſecute you.  Agreeable to which, is that of the 
Apoſtle, 1. Theſc.s.: 15. See that none render 
| evil for evil to any, man. In. ner, folew the 
avhich is good, both. among your ſelves, and 10 
pris xe 1 4 Pet. 3» 9. Not rendring evil for evil, 
- for railing, but contrarywiſe, bleſſing. 
Which aſſages are poſitive, and will admit 
of no Reſtriction or Limitation, and are under- 
ſtood by the (a) generality of Interpreters, in 
chte dame Sende which 70m len pn ts upon them: 
To which Monſ. Barbeyrac — * conde- 
ſeend to ſubmit; or he may be deſervedly 
eſteem'd an Enemy both to Morality, and - ok 
Chriſtian Religion. Du Pin ſaysof Tertullian 
Book of Patience, where he inculcates this 


be See Hammond, Whithy, and Pool- Simp] in be. KR 
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Chriſtian Doarine! (a) „That it is an excellent 
Exhortation to the Practice of this Virtue; in 
« which Diſcourſe Tertulluun ſets forth, with a 
great deal of Eloquence, all the: Motives and 
Arguments that might perſuade Chriſtians to 
Patience, and diſſuade them from Impatienee. 
Fhe Diſcourſe! directed to the Confeſſors, 
hom he calls Martyrs, faceording to the 
ancient way of ſpeaking, ) is likewiſe a pow- 
cg erſul Exhortation to thoſe that were in Priſon 
on account” of the Religion" of Jeſus Chriſt; 
to encourage them to bear with Patience 
their Chains and Tormento, and to perſevere 
© ith Conſtancy to the end. ( What have I 
to do (ſays this Father) with Revenge, which 
J cannot ers within due Bounds, through 
„Ampatience or Grief: But if (ays he) Tam 
q Phticht, 1 mall receive no Diſturbance from 
any thing ; # Lam eaſy in my Mind, Tſhall 
© befar Rom any deſire of Revenging my felf 

upon mine Adverſary. For where the Inju- 


ty that is done me is but ſmall, there my 


Patience has leſs opportunity of exerting it- 
« ff; and Where the Inj jury is great, there 
6 Fatience is more neceſſary, as a Remedy to 
© Tach an Injury.” And there is nothing in 
this little Book, but what is very pathetical, 


and wholly 'confiſtent with the Commands of 


Chriſt, and che Rules of the Goſpel. 74 0 


a) Du Pin's Eceleſ. Hiſt of the 24. Cent. 5) 95. 
(b) Tertullian.'de Patientia, cap. 1 1. p. 146. Eau. Nigel. 


Quid mihi cum ultione, cujus —— regere non * per Impa- 
tientiam Doloris ? we.” 
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Pag. 19. St. Cyprian was Married at the time 
1 4 Converſion ; but from that time forward, 
n before Baptiſm, he preſerved his Chaſtity, as 
res tells us: Wiich ſbews, that 
2475 Opinion of theſe Tins, that it Was 
ity, 
a "Mo oy is a I we : of which our Author 
might have been eaſily convinced, had he ever 
looked into St. Cyprian's Life, written by his 
Deacon Pontius: Bar T Had cher he is a Second- 
hand Detailer of Scandal, from Monſ. Le Clerk; 
for. it is a Point diſputed among the Learned, 
whether St. Cyprian was ever Married, or not. 
Indeed, Biſhop #1: (a) is of opinion, from that 
"Paſſage, viz. 5 Wife's Perſuaſions did not ſe- 
duce him, that he was Married. But it is not 
agreed amongſt the Criticks, whether the Words 
reſer to Fob, -(of whom Pontius had been juſt 
ſpeaking), or St. Cyprian. Nay, his Deacon 
Pontius does not take one ſyllable of notice of 
what is here quoted from N He tells us, 
indeed, (b) That in the very beginnings oſhis 
Faith, he judged it a Matter of the higheſt 

« Importance, and moſt of. all: becoming the 
Service of the God he profeſſed to 'worldip, 
« toſct the ſtricteſt Guard upon. the Purity of 
* his Mind: Then he thought it wou'd be the 
« fitteſt for him to, attain the fulleſt Inſtruction 
in Spiritual Truths, when by. the Firmneſs 

(a) Cyprian. Vita, p. * Edit. Oxon. [Non Uxorisſuadeld] con 
%) Covian. Fa 24.0 Oxon. 5. 2. Inter Fidei . prima radi 


menta, ni il aliud credidit Deo dignum, quam ſi continentiam tue- 
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© and Vigour of his holy Purpoſes, he ſhould 
* fully have ſubdued all Carnal Concupiſcence.” 
Which is far from proving that he ever was 
Married; or if he was, that upon his Conver- 
fion to Chriſtianity, he put away his Wiſe; as 
this Gentleman falſely, and without any grounds 
at all, aſſerts | h . 

Pag. 21. He ſays, It is acting contrary to the 
Will of Gad, to uſe Ornaments, as likewiſe to 
blacken the Hair : ſince our Saviour has ſaid, 
You cannot make one of your Hairs black, or 
white. 

St. Cyprian's Words are as follow : (a) What 
you only call Adorning, and Setting-off your 
« Perſon, is really a Cheat, and Counterfeit 
Practice, and a Violation beſides of God's 
Handy- Work. What Regard (ſays he) is 
there paid to the Law of Sincerity and Truth, 
< when the Truth of Things is vitiated by 
« Falſe Colours, and Diſguiſed Repreſentations? 
© Your Lord and Maſter hath told you, that 
* you cannot make one Hair white, or black: 
But you will needs confute his Aſſertion, and 
« prove your ſelves capable of Doing, what He 
has pronounced ImpraQticable. I wonder you 
are not afraid that the Great Divine Artiſt, 
* who Made and Faſhion'd you, ſhou'd refuſe 
© to acknowledge you at the General Reſur- 
« reQion, and reje& you from the Hope of his 
* Promiſes, with the Sarcaſm ef a Satyriſt, and 


(a) Cecil. Cyprian. de Habitu Virginum, þ. 99. Edit. Oxon. Quod 
ornari putas, quod putas comi, 8 eſt iſta divini operis, 
prævaricatio veritatis, &c. 1 $ Tranſlation, p. 90. 1 
= | © the 
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the Cenſure of a Judge, in ſome ſuch manner 
© ag this which follows: This is none of my 
© Workmanſhip, nor my Image,; you have quite 
© altered the Countenance which I have made 
© for you; nor Hair, nor Face, nor Features are 
© the ſame: you cannot therefore ſee God with 
© thoſe Eyes which God did not make, but which 
«© the Devil has ntw coloured: him, indeed, you 
have followed, and taken for your Pattern, the 
Red, Fiery Eyes of the Serpent, and ſince you 
© have taken your Dreſs from him, you may een 
© take up your Abode with him, and dwell tage- 
« ther meternal Fire. Are not thele Apprehen- 
ſions fit to be entertain'd by the Servants of 
God? andought they not to think continually 
on them with Fear and Trembling? Let the 
Marry'd Woman flatter her ſelf (if ſhe thinks 
« fit) with the Excuſe of Pleaſing her Husband, 
and let her take the Conſequence, if inſtead 
. £ of deriving from him her own Apology, ſhe 
© be found to involve him in a participation of 
© her Gailt : But certainly I ſhou'd never rank 
© thoſe in the Claſs of Virgins, (and to Virgins 
my preſent Diſcourſe is principally directed 
© who ſhould labour the point of Dreſs, or Orna- 
ment. by ſuch Arts as theſe: rather, like In- 
© feQedSheep, I ſhou'd incline to ſeparate them 
from the pure unpolluted Flock of Virgins ; 
* leſt, by feeding in the ſame Paſture, they 
© ſhou'd taint the reſt, and involve them in a 
© like Fate with themſelves, and draw them in 
* for a ſhare of their own Deſtruction. And 
what is there, in all this, diſagreeable to the 
dh e Rules 
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Rules of Morality ? It being no more than a 
Reprehenſion bf the Sin of Painting, frequently 
reproved in Scripture. We find the Prophet 
E2ektel reproving the Vices of Aholah and Aho- 
libab, and reckoning this among their Crimes; 
ch. 23. 40. And furthermore, ye ſent for Men 
to come from far, to whom 4 Meſſenger was. ſent, 
for whom thou didſt waſh thy ſelf, paint thine 
Eyes, and deckedſt thy ſelf with Ornaments. A 
Crime unworthy the Defence of any Perſon, 
but ſuch a Libertine as the Infidel Prefacer of 
Monſ. Barbeyrac's Book. LF 


Pag. 21. In his Treatiſe of The Uſeſulneſs 
of Patience, he highly extols Abel, for letting his 
Brother kill him, without defending himſelf. 
The Words of St. Cyprian are theſe ; (a) 
Finally, The Patriarchs and Prophets, all 
« indeed who ſtand recorded as Righteous Per- 
<« ſons, and were .Fore-runners of Chriſt, and 
te reſembled to any degree the CharaQter he was 
4 to bear, were ſolicitous for nothing more, 
te than whilſt they approved their other Ver- 
te tues, that this of Patience might have its due 
«© Commendation: Thus Abel, who was firſt 
« entred upon the Liſt of Martyrs, and 
% who was firſt honoured with the Cha- 
e rafter of 4 righteous Man, reliſted not the 
.* Attempt of his impious Brother againſt him, 


(a) Cyprian. de Nono Patientie, p. 214. Invenimys denique Pa- 
triarchas & Prophetas, &c. nihil magis cuſtodiſſe, in laude Virtu- 
tum ſuarum, quam quod Patientiam fprti & ſtahili zquanimitate 
tenuerunt, Marſbal's Tranſlation, p. 218. Ef 
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but carried his Character with him to the 
« Grave, and died (as he lived) an Humble, 
* Patient, and 'Gallels Perſon. 
Pag. a. In his Anſwer to a Letter of Florent. 
Pupian 4 Biſbop of Africa, he equals the Biſhops to 
_ the Apoſtles; and maintains, That it is inſupport- 
able Inſolence, to pretend to Fudge of them. 
I don't find in any part of that Epiſtle, that 
he runs a Compariſon betwixt the Apoſtles, and 
Biſhops; - tho' They, in their Ordinary Powers, 
wete certainly the ſame. He — for the 
Dignity of the Pricſthood, and tells us, (a) 
That when it was objected to our Lord, in 
the Goſpel, Anſwereſt thou the High- -Prieft ſo? 
He rephed in a manner, which has ſufficienly 
taught us, that the Reverence for the Prieſt's 
Character was to be maintained inviolate ; and 
therefore he only vindicated his own Innocence, 
but attered not one word of Contumely againft 
the High-Prieft : F { faith he) I have ſpoken 
evil, ou mig ht uphraid me with it; but if 
<vell, why ſmiteſt thou me? John 18. 23. And 
when much the fame Queſtion was put to the 
Apoſtle, Acts. 23. 4. Doeſt thou revile Gods 
High-Prieſt ? he anſwered without one word of 
Contumely againſt that very High- Prieſt, ſaltho 
perhaps he might have exerted himſelf againſt 
thoſe who had crucified our Lord, and thereby 
loſt their Intereſt in God and Chriſt, and for- 
feited their Temple, and Prieſthood ; ) but in- 
ſtead thereof, he rather choſe to acknowledge 


% Epi 66. pag: 166. Edit. Oxon, Masha: Tranſlation, 
. e. 
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ev'n the Shadow of the Sacerdotal Character 
in the Perſons of Prieſts; who had loft the 
Subſtance of it; and therefore replied in this 
— _ * iſt not, Brethren, that hewas 

af rh it is written, Thou ſhalt not 
Neth n Foe mer of thy People. And all 
that he does more, is, oy prove — 
of Norentius, in ſetting himſelf up as a Judge, 
on a Biſhop duly EleQed and Ordained. 

Pag. 20. St. Cyprian ſcarce treats any thi 
but in the Siile of 4 Declaimer ; ary four. 
the moſt common things, in ſo figurative and far- 
fetch'd a maimer, that if we don't keep our ſelves = 
on the Guard, we may eaſily imagine, that all he 
Jays, is of the Laſt Importance. Unleſs he bad 
had fuch a Turn as this, be would never have 
taken ſo much Ple re in reading Tertullian, 
who d rites juſt the ſame manner. 

Eraſmus, who, I think, was ſomewhat better 
verſed in the Writings of this Father, than either 
Monſ. Barbeyrat, or Le Clerk, fticks not to 
affirm, (a) That among all the Ecclefiaſticks, 
St. Cyprian was the only African Writer that 
* attainedthe Purity of the Latin Tongue; his 
6 Stile eue Natural and Hat, nothing Ela- 


leg Prafat. in Cyprian. Porro cum olim Africa 94 
deri loquentia DoQtrinaque celebres, inter quos ſunt in primis Ter- 
tullianus & Auguſtinus, tamen vix ulli contigit Romane diQtionis 
Germana puritas, prieterquam Cypriano. Nihil in hoc reperies, 
quod ad — ingenii videri poſſit aſcitum, aut quod ullo 
vaſriciem ſapiat, talis ubique ſermonis habitus eſt, ut loqui 
x at 1 Epiſcopum, * ey deſtinatum. Pectus 
ardet Evangelici pietate, & pectori reſpondet Oratio: Loquitur 
diſerta, ſed magis — quam diſerta: Neque tam loquitur for- 
Gy — vivit: 125 meminit alicubi. 
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+. borate or Affected in it, which ſayours of 
Craſt, or Oſtentation; but ſuch every- where 
is the Tenour of his Language, that you will 
think you hear a truly Chriſtian Biſhop, and 
one deſigned for Martyrdom, ſpeaking to you: 
His Mind was. inflamed with Piety, and his 
Speech anſwerable to his Mind; he ſpake 
. © elegantly; and yet Things were more power- 
< ful than elegant; nor did he ſpeak powerful 
© Things, ſo much as live them. (a) Laftan- 
vine ſpeaks thus of him, The famous St. Cy- 
prian (ſays he) obtain'd the greateſt Credit, 
8 Pos den his Profeſſion of Rhetorick, and wrote 
abundance of Things which are excellent in 
their Kind; it is hard to diſtinguiſh whether he 
'© was more Eloquent in Speaking, more Eaſy 
A in Explaining, or more Powerful in Perſua- 
ding: Nay, (5) St. Jeram compares him to 
a pure Fountain which is ſmooth and ſweet. 
And (c) Dr. Cave ſays, © That it ſounds not a 
little to the Commendation of St. Cyprian's 
judgment, that he could drink ſo freely at 
that Great Man's Fountain, (viz. Tertullian's) 
and ſuck in none of his odd and uncouth Opi- 
© nions; that he could pick the Flowers, and 
© paſs by the uſeleſs and noxious Weeds: As a 

* wiſe Man! is ſo far, many times, from being 


(%) Lad. * lib. 5. 2 . pag. 419. Edit. Oxen. Unus 
-.zgitur us, & clarus extitit Cyprianus, quoniam & magnam 
| 25 + ang artis Oratoriz — — admodum mul- 

ta conſcripſit ſuo genere miranda, &c. 
. (6) Ad Paulin. ep. 13. pag. 40. tom. 1. Edit. Pangea. Antwerp. 
Inſtar fontis puriſſimi dulcis incedit, & as. 
le) Life of St. Cyprian, pag. 265. 1682. 
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«corrupted, that he is more warned, and con- 
firmed in the Right, by another Man's Errours 
© and Miſtakes: The greateſt part of what re- 
* mains of his Works, are Epiſtles, and all of 
© them ſuch as admirably tend: to promote the 
© Peace and Order of the Church, and advance 
Peiety and a godly Life. 7 
Pag. 22. Lactantius pretends, that a trul 

Man 6 not to bear 1 "= hed 

'Lattantius, in one of the Places referred to, 
pair very much againſt the too common 
Practice of revenging Injuries, ( one of the 
Doctrines of Morality, according to our ,, 18. 
learned Author *) and ſays (3) That 
© *tisa prudent part in a wiſe Man, to avoid 
© Contentions and Strifes, othewiſe he may be 
brought into, the utmoſt Peril of his Lite; 
© becauſe Victory i isnot in the Power of Man, 
and all Contention is doutſul. And tho? in 
another Place, he fays, That a Juſt Man ought 
not to bear Arms; yet all that he intends by 
it, is this, that he could not ſafely do it under 
an Heathen Emperor, (according to (0) our beſt 
Criticks upon the Place) becauſe of the Mili- 
tary Oath, which was formed in the Name 
of the Heathen Deities, or Roman Emperours, 
with which a Good Chriſtian could not ſafely 
comply. 


(a) Lactant. de Vero cultu, 1.6. c. 18. Edit. Oxon. per Spark. 
6.565. Vid. gen Belli ac Pacis, lib. 1. wy 2. ſect. ix. 


(b) , © "BY de Vero cultu, b. 6. cap. 20. p. 569. Edit, Oxon. 
Militiam videtur detrectaſſe, ob Sacramentum — 4 nomine fal- 


* numinum, aut Imperatorum conceptum. | 
| Pag. 
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Pag. ib. He 'abſelutely condemns Uſury, and 
Jooks upon it as a kind of Robbery, 

Tho a great many of the Fathers run piety 
meln into the Notion of the abſolute Unlaw- 
fulneſs of Uſury ; yet I cannot think that what 
Laftantius ſays, will amount to ſo much: () 
He is ſpeaking of a Juft Man's doing a Benefit 
to a Perſon in Neceſſity: Ifhetiaslent any Mo- 
- ney, in ſuch a Caſe, (fays he) Let him take 
< noUſefor it, that the Benefit may be com- 

© pleat; that he may help the Borrower's Ne- 
ecken and abſtain ſrom taking ſome part of 
< another Man's Right. In this way of doing 
© a Kindneſs, he ought to be content with 
< his own, that he may make it a real Kind- 
© neſs to the Borrower : The Juſt Man will 
never paſs by any Opportunitigs of Being Mer- 
* ciful to his Neighbour, nor will he pollute 
< his Hands with this kind of Gain; but he 
© will fo act, that without his Neighbour's 
»Loſs, this kind of Lending may be reckon- 
© ed amongſt his Good Works. 

4 He carries beyond all Bounds, the Ob- 
ligation of Chriſtian Patience, 

This he produces, as the Opinion of Pufen- 
dorff; but that (6) Learned Writer (in the 


(a) Lafant. de Vero cultu, lib. 6. c. 18. 5. 565. pecuniz, fi 
quam crediderit, non accipiat uſuram &c. de Falſa Religione, lib. 1 
728 15. P. 68. Vid. Grotium de Jure Belli ac Pacis. Lib. 2. cap. 12. 


(6) Puffend de Jure Nature, & Gent. /ib. 1. c. 5. / F 

286. Edit. 40. 1672. Vid. Buddei Iſa Ae 4. 
gationem & patientiam Chriſlianam tium quam par eſt, 
extendere, quod Barbeyracius illi porro objicit, dubito an ex Verbis 


jus, ger lb vj. Divin. 2 probari queat. 
Place 
* 


. 


Place referred to, where he is treating of Self- 
Defence, (does not blame Lactantius upon this 
Head; he mentions him, indeed, reprehending 
the Opinion of Tully," in his Offices, who ſays, 
That: he is a Good Man, who does | Gaod' t0:as 
mam 4s be is able, and never does an Tnjury-10 
any one, hut when provoked to it. Upon which 
La#antius makes this Obſervation, (a) That 
* he cannot be a Good Man, who will return 

an Injury of any kind; ſor this is not a leſs 
Sin, than if the Perſon ſo dying had been 

© the firſt Aggreſſor. 

Pag. ib He maintains, That we n to ac- 
cuſe no. Man of a Crime puniſhable with Death ; 
and treats ſuch. an Action as Aude, RE 
any Diſtinction. * Eu 
I think I may take upon me to afficns,; that 
be maintains no ſach thing, in the Senſe of our 
Author: His Words are as follow, (6) * He that 
orders a Malefactor to be executed, purely for 
* the Pleaſure of ſeeing him butcher'd, there- 

by pollutes his Conſcience, and is guilty. of 
Murder: we ought not to accuſe any a 
of a Capital Crime, out of private Revenge, 
0 (as our beſt (c) Interpreters render it) or bring 
a falſe Accuſation againſt him. Agreeable 
to which, is the 24th Canon of the 2d Coun- 


400 lun, De Vero Cults, th, 6. co 18. p. 560, 561. Edi: 


(+) De Vero Cultu, kb. 6. Bo 10. p. 567. 568. Nam qui ho- 
minem quamvis ob merita . _ 2 jugulari, 
voluptate z 'Conſcientiam' polluit. 
* ) þ. 569." Noyes vero quenquam accuſare Crimine Capital 
ure, e a roar INS Oh 

C 
f Cl 


af ris, which orders, (s) That they 
that bring falſe Accuſations again their Bro 
« thre, for Capital Crimes, ſhal} be debarred 
- ©: from Communion till Death, if they don't 
make Satisfaction eee theGreat- 
* neſs of the Crime. 
# 1 13. There are but f ew Principles 
in Athanafius, and t R except 3 — 
bt of Perſecution, 17700 and the De- 


E. wot + ſo ully handled as they 


* earned (b) Photius ſpeaking of Arha- 
fur five Books againſt Aris ſays, That theſe 

Diſcourſes are Clear, Simple, and Natural, 
' and yet have much Strength of Reaſoning 
and Gravity in them; he places his Reaſon- 
2 „ ner in a wonderful Light, and ſhews a Co- 
er of Invention, and Eaſineſe of 
hought ; he makes uſe of Teftimonies from 
4 Hel y Scripture, and draws from thence de- 
2 1 Proofs of what he advances. * 
And the ſame Author (c) ſays of his Epiſtles, 
another Place, That 4 are written with 
ſpicuity, Elegance, and Grandeur, and 


4 


I — he has givena Turn both Petfuafive and 


© Agrecable ' at the ſame time. And (4) 
Monſ: Du Pin tells us, That this was Atha- 
© naſtus's great Excellency in all his Works, 


is that they appear Simple 80d Open * Jet 


* J Pe 5s Eecleſ: Hiſt, ofche Fifth Cee * "I 
(6) Phatii Bibliotb. p. 315. Edit: Ronbomag. 1653. 
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(51 Fr i N 
being cloſely conſidered, one may e 
they are compos d with wonderful Artifice ; 
he obſerves all along an admirable Fitneſs 
f Expreſſion, and always adapts his Stile 
to the Subjects upon which he treats, and 
© the Perſons to whom he ſpeaks: He fo far 
< infinuates himſelf into the Mind, by his man- 
ner of expreſſing Things, that one entertains 


his R , and feel find f aten perfuaded, 
< before he is aware. 


Pag. ib. 'Tis the Opi 


pinion of a Roman Catho« 
lick Writer, that the Inſtruftions of St. Cyril 
arewritten in Haſte, and without much Care. 
But had he ated the Part of a faithful Col- 
lector, he would not have left out the remain - 
in 
lick Writer, upon the Inftruftions of St. Cyril. 
(a) The Stile of them (ſays he) is ſimple and 
natural: tis eaſy to perceive they were write - 
© ten in Haſte, and without much Premedita- 
tion; tho' they don't dive deeply into the 
- © Myſteries, yet they explain them clearly, and 
they contain much Learning; one may, ſee 
© there, upon every Subject, a moſt exact and 

© exquiſite Collection of Paſſages of Scripture. * 
And (6) Nicephorus calls him * a Petſon of 
< eminent Vertue, and excellent i in his erg 
© tions of the People. 


Fag, ib. St. Bafil holds, That he chat gives 


) Du Pin's Ecclef. Hiſt of the Fourth Cetitury, op: ny. 
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part of the Opinion of this Roman Catho» - 


12 another | 


uber u mortal nd, is guilt) of Murder, 


"($9 
25 be Wu the Parſon, or did 1 n 


Ah ee "tis 3 fays, F That bs ho 
” gives — 4 a mortal Wound, whether he 
made the firſt Attack, or did it by way of 
Revenge, is a Murderer. But he could not 
poſſibly mean more than this, by it, That where 
the Perſon attacked, might have ſaved his own 
Life, without taking that of his Adverſary, and 
yet for all that preſumed to kill him, ſuch an 
One Was guilty of Murder. And ſo Balſamon 
underſtands this Canon: (a) I am of opinion 
(ays he) That he who Kills another in his 
on Defence, where without doing it, his 
Liſe was in imminent Danger, may be ex- 
cuſed from the Sin of Murder: Not he, who 
on a gentle Force, which he might have 
4. eſcaped, without the Danger of his Liſe, and 
yet takes away the Life of his Adverſary. 
Nay,” he allows it Lawful to take away the 
Life ofa Robber, in Self-Defence. And Saint 
Baſil b) in another Place, ſays, That it is 
E: alone by the Fathers, for a Man to take 
away the Life of another, in a Lawſul War, 
* without the Imputation of Murder. 
Pag. ib. In his celebrated Letter 10 Saint 
Gregory, in which he lays down Rules for a 
Monaftick Life, there is one for the Regulation of 


(a Bafil. ad Anpbibeb. Can. 43; Bevereget PandeRe. Canon. 
Tom. 2.- p. 101. 

( Can. 13. ad Amphilech. 76 *. rde + 4 6 were 
e in ie ue. * Pandi. cw tom. wi. 
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a * 1 $3 0 n 
thi enter, of: Monks, whith'a | 
tothat of 7eſus een the Go 1770 A I Nr 72 
'For this Father ſays, That the Humility of the 
Solitary, ſbould appear in all ee that 
he ſhou'd haue the Eye ſad, and looking down to 
the Earth, his Hair diſcompo fea," 1 bir _ 
ments naſty; and tatter d. r. 

What our Saviour has applied to Gas 
cular Occaſion of Faſting, our Author has re- 
ſolved into a quite different Cafe. St. Bail is 
deſcribing the Humility of the Monaſtick, and 
ſays, He ought to diſcover it both in his Dreſs 
and Looks: And in the Paſſage referred to, he 
is ſpeaking of David's Concern, upon Nathan's 
explaining the Parable of the Eue-· Lamb, in 
which he makes David judge for himſelf, and 
expreſſes the Concern holy David was under, 
in the moſt moving Terms; His Mind was 
© ſorrowful, his Eyes caſt down, and he was 
* negligent in his Dreſs. ' - From "whoſe Ex- 
ample, he goes on, propoling Rules to Mo- 
naſticks. Agreeable to which, is what he ſays 
in another Place, (4) That ſuch Cloaths as 
« are Elegant, or Fine, ought ſtudiouſly to be 
«. avoided by ſuch as enter into the Monaſtick 
State; and ſuch as conſiſt of leſs coſtly Ma- 
« terials, ought to be worn by them, that there- 
*. bythey may diſcover the Humble and Lowly 
*- Diſpoſition of their Minds, and not be thought 
<:Loyers of their. own. Perſons,* and thereby 
c eſtranged from Brotherly Love and Charity. 


Sandi Bafilii Conflit. Menaftic. e o. 26. tom. ii. 
4 Aegi rg p. 786. 5 7.15 * 


Nay, 


12 54 * 
Nay, tis plain, he had no Intention to contradict 
the Direction of our Saviour; (a) for in the 
Firſt Homily upon Faſting, he admoniſhes the 
Chriſtians to whom he writes, (plainly allu- 
ding to that very Text, Mat. 6. 16, 17) 
To Faſt with a a Pleaſant: Countenance; not 
© to be Sorrowful, but to waſh. their Faces, 
< anoint their Heads, and ſpend thoſe Days 
«with Chearfulneſs, as becometh Saints, Don't 
* be Sorrowtful (ſays he) more than is becoming, 
for it is Ridiculous for Chriſtians to grieve on 
account of the Meat that is ſubſtracted on ſuch 
Days: They ought rather to rejoyce, for the 
© Advantages that thereby redound to their 
Souls. Satiety may afford ſome Pleaſure to 
the Stomach, but Faſting is the greater Gain 
© tothe Soul. Beof a chearful Mind and Coun- 
tenance, that there is afforded you, by the Phy - 
« fician of Souls, a Remedy which is efficacious, 
© thro! God's Grace, towards the Abolition of 
Sin. As the Worms in Children are cured by 
6 Bitter Potions, and what are unpleaſant; fo 
Faſting (tho ſomewhat irkſome and diſagree- 
© able) extinguiſhes' Sin, ev'n from the moſt 
© hidden Receſſes of the Mind.  Anoint there- 
fore thy Head, and waſh thy Face, and fo 
© prepare thy ſelf to foleninize a Faſt; and 
© don't obſcure thy Face, after the manner of 
FHypocrites.— And goes on, ſpeaking of 
5 * Subje& in a manner "entirety agreeable to 
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(1. 
our Saviout's Precept. From whence. it is evi- 
dent, that our Author has whally miſtaken St, 
Baſil's Meaning in this Particula. 
Pag. ib. In the Little Treatiſe, Of R | 
the Greek Fathers with Profit, he pretends; 


that it is Unlawful for Chriſtians ever 10 go 0 


In that Treatiſe, Of. Reading the Gentiles 
Books with Profit, there is not one Syllable re. 
lating to the abſolute Illegality oſgoing to Law. 
He is there directing the Chriſtian Touth {who 
are apt to retain what they imbibe in their 
younger Days) how to read the Gentile Wri- 
ters with Profit, and gives them Rules how 
to diſtinguiſh the Good from the Bad-: « Some 
« of the Greek Poets (a) (ſays he) abound 
with Raillery and Ridicule; and others repre- 
« ſenit the Contentious Tempers of the Hea- i 
thens, and deſcribe them to be of ſach Liti- _ 
« gious Diſpoſitions, as, for Fathers to go to =_ 
Law with their Sons, and Sons with i 
their Fathers. But theſe fort of Writers (he 
tells them) he cannot recommend; for by 
* ſuch Repreſentations, the Minds of Youth 
may probably be corrupted. ' Some of their 
Hiſtorians he likewiſe diſcommends on the ſame 
Account; but adviſes in reading of ſuch, care- | 
fully to ſeparate the Good from the Bad. And = 
that fuch as lay down Rules proper for the 
Imitation of a Chriſtian, ought. to be follow- 
ed, particularly ſuch as diſcourſe of Virtue, 
(a) Bafil. Hemil. 24. 4. Legend. bb, Gentifiam, tom. i. Ober. 
fe , 


and 


(636) 

and produce anyneminent Examples of that 
kind eſſ perielly thoſe that treat of Patience 
under AftliQtions; and amongft ſeveral other 
es, he mentions the (a) Heathen Pericles, 
whoxho an Adverſary, had railed at him a Whole 
Day, and he made no return to his Obloquy: = 
Yet he courtcouſly vouchſafed (hen it was / 
dark) to light the Railer home to his own 
Houſe; to ſhew him, that the greateſt Offen 
ces and Injuries, and the vileſt of Treatment, 
ſhould: not force him to lay aſide his Patience 
and Humanity, or fail in the exerciſe of his 
Virtue; hoping, by ſuch kind Ulage, to gain 
over his Adverſary; and from an inveterate E- 
nemy, to make him his Friend. Gregory Na- 
Zianzen, his faithful Friend, ſpeaks thus of his 
Moral Works; (6) When x ſet my ſelf to 
read the Difcourſes which he has written 
* upon Moral Points, and the Manner of Li- 
* ving Well, my Heart and my Soul are pu- 

* rified, that they may become the Temple of 
. the Holy Spirit; they inform me, they in- 
ſtruct me, they change me, and lead me un- 
to Virtue. (c) We are not ( ſays Du Pia) 
*i80 think, when St. Gregory Nazianzen lays 

© ſuch things, that he heightened the Matter as 
J an Orator, or flatter d 0 = ag a Friend 3 


7) Concio 13. ar raum N 04 in pon? ad Opera Baſt. 
Edit. Pariſ. 


) Greg. Naxianx. Oran 20. in  Laudem Bafin, tom. i, Op: 
pag. 363. Edit. Parif. 160g. 07 0 1e Ac oi Aren. xebie;- 
ee. xx. d d, va rax, Os; Yiveues Aeris, nas} eas, 2 
. 0 putror U. d gig onde dens, T4 dal des. N 
(e Du Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt. of the was Oent. p. 157. 
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(On) 


What he ſays, is very true, and there is no 
4 „Author whoſe Writings make a greater Im- 
reſſion than thoſe of St. Baſal; he deſcribes 
hings ſo lively, he explains his Reaſons with 
0 | Hoh Force, he urges them ſo vigorouſly, 
he makes ſuch loathſome Portraitures of Vice, 
and ſuch perſuaſive Exhortations to Virtue, 
* he gives fo large and ſo profitable Inftruc- 
tions, that tis impoſſible to read his Writ- 
ings, without feeling bimſelf inſtructed and 
convinced of the Truth: He cannot but con- 
ceive a Love for Virtue, and Hatred for Vice. 
His Diſcourſes are not void of Thoughts, 
and full of Words, as, for the moſt part, 
thoſe of Orators are, but Eloquence is there 
* Joyned with Dodtine; they inſtru, they 
divert, and move at once: His Stile is pure 
and ſignificant; his Expreſſions are loſty; 
© his Way of Writing elegant, clean, and per- 
fuaſive; his Diſcourſes appear always natural, 
flowing gently, and without Affectation: 
He perſuades pleaſantly; he explains Things 
« ky great Clearneſs; he knows how to give 
them ſo probable a Turn, that he may be 
© taken for a Pattern. And in the Judgment 
of the Great Photius (a) he comes near De- 
moſthents, and the ableſt Orators of Antiquity. 
Pag. 24. Gregory of Nazianzum writes unt 
out much Order; his Stile is very full of Meta- 
phors, and Incorrect, and ſometimes Harſh. 

(00 Monſ. Du Pin, who. is a much. greater 
(a) Phorii Bibliothec. p. 318. J 
(a) Du Pins Eocleſ. Hiſt. of the Fourth O, par 8 

n Maſter 
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(38) 
Maſter of this kind of Learning, and a much 
better Writer in moſt reſpects, gives à quite 
different Character of this Father: It cannot 
+. be doubted (ſays he) but this Author won 
© the Prize of Eloquence from all the Reſt of 
© bis Age; for he does certainly excel them: 
© The Putity of his Words, the Nobleneſs of 
his Expreſſions, the Ornament of his Diſcourſe, 
the Variety of his Figutes, the Juſtneſs of his 
© Compariſons, the Beauty of his Reaſonings, 
and the Sublimity of his Thoughts: His 
Stile „eee very near to that of 7/orrates ; 
© how lofty ſever it be, it is natural, flowing 
gently and pleaſantly: His Periods are full, 
and hold up to the end: He has an unparalleYd 
KEaſineſs of Expreſſion; and moſt agreeable 
Turn of Wit,” Ge. And the Character our 
Author gives this Father, is taken from (6) 
Monſieur Le Clerc, a ſworn Enemy to the Fa- 
thers, and to Gregory Nazianzen in particular, 
- becauſe he boldly declaims againſt the Arian 
and Macedonian Hereticks, to whoſe Opinions 
and Writings Monſieur Le Clert ſeems to pay 
no ſmall Deſerence. 5 . 
Pag. ib, Gregory, writing to Nectarius, con d 
not under ſtand how his Holineſs and Gravity 
65) Quis igitur non molefle ſerat ut homo inverecuidus, vehe- 
mens, implacabilis, Admirator ſui, Contemptor aliorum, * 
rin am dn, dun £m ar © ru 
derber ducat ! excandhſcir, vociſcratur, Fidemn 
hominum inclamat, Dei Judicium minitatur; quaſi ipfi neutiquam 


culpando eulpare alios foli liceret. In Patres maledicus, in omnes 
arrogans, ita quotidianis libellis complet & infeſtat omnia, quaſi 
& Religionem, & Philoſophiam, ſao unius ſupercilio niti arbitrate- 
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bur. Pant. 5. Auguſtini adrerf. Joann, 
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(4 59 } 9 
cou'd ſuffer the Apollinariſts a meet jogetber 
55 Was 1 manner of treating Biſbops in thoſe 
4. | 
(a) There are but 7 * Epiſtles ot Gregory 
zen's, in the number of 2.32, addreſſed 
eftarins, (viz. the 51ſt, 52d, 226th, and 
227th ;.) and I cannot find (after all the Search 
I have been able to make) that any one of theſe 
makes mention of the Apollinarian Hereſy, or 
treats Nectarius in the manner here „ | 
But ſuppoſing the Titles of Holineſs or Gravity 
had been there, or elſewhere given hitn, this 
wou'd not have proved that it was done i in a 
Sarcaſtical or Jeering way, or that St. Gregory 
had treated him in a manner unbecoming a | 
Biſhop ; fortheſe were common Titles amongſt | 
the Naben, the firſt eſpecially, as our Auibor = 
might have been convinced, had he'been 1n the S 
leaſt converſant in the Writings of the Fathers 
of the Fourth and Fifth Centuries. (6) This 
Title was given by Hilarius and Evodius to 
St. Auſtin; and yet he neither finds fault with 
the Title, or with them for giving it. Nay, 
St. Auſtin gives it in return to (c) Evodius; and 
aſter that, to (4) Quintianus. Neither is any | 
thing more common than this Title, as thoſe \ 


9 Greg. Naziameen. Op. p. 812, $13. Edit. Morelli, Paril. 


b Eo. 88. tom. ii. Op. 5. 39 4. Edit Pb Bal. 
: 224 tat = Gratia, que 3 


c) Ep. 102. p. 452. Siea quæ me ma pen 4 quibus i in 
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Who ate vetſed in this kind of Learning * 


Vhich our Author" is unſkilled) can very well 
atteſt; for they were given ev'n to Heretical 
Biſhops. And we are told, That (4) St. Au- 
in, at the Conference of Carthage, makes no 
ſeruple of ſaying, the moſt holy Emeritus, and 
the moſt holy Petilian: For tho' they were Do- 
-natiſts, it woud have been an Affront, to have 
refuſed them theſe Formalities of Reſpect. In- 
deed in a letter (5) to Theodorus Biſhop of Tya- 
n#a, St. Gregory takes particular Notice of the 
| unparallel d Impudence and Aſſurance of the 
Apollmariſts, and tells him, That tho' it was 
not agreeable to his own Weakneſs and Pee- 
_ © bleneſs to ſuppreſs that growing Sect, yet it 
© was very conſiſtent with the other's great 
_< Skill and Abilities ; and that, for the Saſe- 
guard and Security of the Church, God had 
_ © endowed him with great Courage and Forti- 
ftude. (c) Suidas tells us, That this Fa- 
ther was the moſt eminent Perſon of his 
Time: That he was not only a Gramma- 
_ © rian, but Philoſopher, and moſt skilſul Orator; 
© and that he wrote in Imitation of Polemon 
© the: Laodicean. And (4) St. Jerom and 
Dr. Cave agree, That his Writings are very 
F * ke, and full of Majeſty. 
Pag. 26. Sr. Ambroſe carries the E fem of 


a) Fleury's Primitive „ þ.2 

2 b) Gregor. Nazians. 27.8 : B43. 
(e) Lexie. in Voc. Towyor, or . Edit. 
% Hiern. Catal. Scriptor. C tom. i. 
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Celibacy and Pregini '/o ff that be LE 
e Matrimo) as'an 
Had'our e been more con nt inthe 
Writings of this Father, he would not ſure 
have afſerted any fuch thing: For in his Com- 
g on Luke 16. he ſays, (4) That there is 
4 great Harmony in Marriage, where Peo- 
6 * are rightly joyned together. In which 
Caſe, he compares that State, to a well-tuned 
Organ, where the Pipes are ſo diſpoſed, 7 to 
make the moſt agreeable Concord. (66) And 


ore ſhall a Man leave Father and Mother, and 
| Her to his Wife; he aſſerts, * That he who 
* divorces or puts away his Wife, is a Divider 
of his own Fleſh. * Indeed, he commonly 
gives Virginity the Preference, on ſome Ac- 
'- counts; the Reaſon of which, he grounds on 
_ thoſe Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 7. 38. He 
that gives her (viz. his Virgin) in Marriage, 
doth well; but he that giveth her not in Mar- 
* e, doth better: (c) The one doth not fin 
if ſhe marries, nor the other if ſhe marries 
0 — The one is a Remedy againſt an In- 
* firmity; in the other, there is the Glory of 
9 „ Chaſtity. (4) I don't condemn Marriage, but 
am of Opinion, that the Unmarry d State is 
the more eligible of the two. Let us are 
* (if you pleaſe ) the Happineſs of the two 
6 States: The Marry'd Woman may ere of 
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king on theſe Words, Gen. 2. 24. There / - 
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95 Child t let thi 

bfg. a bs et hex balance is, with 
cher: , What might I nat ſay, upon the Trou- 
* bles ſhe muſt undergo in Nurſing Children, 


. +: them??.-—+— And ſo gogg on, comparing, the 
Convenicnges and 1 8 iences of each State 


and there is not one ſing oy Paſſage in St. Ap 
broſe (tho pat; upon the Rack ever ſo much) 
that can be tortured. to the Senſe of our Author, 
Wiper make that good Father call N 1 
werent Thing, A Writer (a) of Note, ſpeak» 
ing of the general Opinion of the Fathers, 
ypon the gubject of Matrimony ſays, That 
©. bow bighly ſoever they might eſteem Con- 
„Daene, yet they: had an Eftrom for Mar- 
3 1 6/ had honourable Thoughts of 
it. ſidering it as an Emblem of that 
* Galen v. wkich is between Chriſt and his Church, 
and that Bleſſing pronounced by God, upon 
the firſt Creation; which neither Original 
Sin, nor the Deluge has taken away, that is, 
of Jucreaſing and Multiplying. They knew, 
that the Relation of Father, and Mother 
© was an high and honourable Character, as 
being the Images of God, in a more peculiar 
manner, and co-operating with him in the 
Production of Men. Tis certain, by the 
Goſpel, that St. Peter was a Married Man, 
and Tradition (as St. Clement e re · 
lates it) tells the ſame of St. Philip, that they 
a had both of them Children; 3 hy N 


| fa}. Fry's Primitive Chriſtianity, pag. 75. 


4 


roubles they may bring upon 


„Bringing chem up, and aſtex that, in Marrying. 


2 


* 
* 
6 y . 


1 
of gt. Philip. tis obi wd, (s) that tio e 
Duughrete i in Marriage. „ren 
Pag. ib. He ſays very Naah. That fwd abs 
Law of Moſes, and the e ey was 
wo! forbidden 
No more it was by any poſitive Cenis 
or Law of God, which is what St. Ambroſe 
obſerves: (b) * The Puniſhment of a Crime 
(ſays he,) is from u Law, which enjoins the 
© Penalty ; and where there is no Law, there 
© cat certainly be no Tranſgreſſion of a Law. 


And all that he ſays in Juſtification of Flye> 


ham; and others under theſe Citeumſtances, is 
_ That thereby the World was Re 
led, which had been made Deſolate by the 
ate Flood ; and that Abraham did not-coth» 
4 * the Sin of Adultery, to gratify a Laſi- 
vious Inclination, but to pay a Debt to Na- 
© ture, and with a View of enereaſing bis 
Off ſpring, Gen. 19. And we de not End. 
that Abraham is any-where reprehended, or 
found fault with in Holy Writ. on this Ac- 
count. 
Pag. ib. The Treatiſe Of Offices, | is a Book 
which he wrote to teach Ecclefiaſtucks their Du- 
tits. We ſee, by the manner in 'which- be treats 
| his Subject, that he deſigned to imitate Cicero's 


Offices. But notwithſtanding what has been ſaid 


by 8 Lutheran Divine, who publiſh'd this Work 
(e Stomat. lib. 3. 7.835. du eee DINE 
Sen re EDS 


| *. Non ergoin legem commiſt Abrten n pron. 


- 


I . 


"OR 


| ( 64 y 
Nrn. In the Lear 1898, with ſme 
Diſſertations of his own ; if we' except the par- 
ticular Principles of the Goſpel, wks St. Am- 
broſe hath — n 1 Hh nay with 
a $ 7 ture, 
he perpetually bag rl but are 5 
ill, applied ; I don't ſtick to ſay, That the 
is infinitely below tht Original, — you 
der the Purity or Eaſineſs of the Stile, or the ol 
poſition of the Work, and.the Order of the Things 
contained in it, or the Solidity of t Thought 
end Fuſineſs of the Ex oraſſens. - | 
I find Criticks: differ 3 in their Opinions upon 
this. Point: But notwithſtanding that, twill 
not be ill Manners I hope, to ſay, That Monſ. 
Do Pin is as competent a Judge of the Writ- 
ings of the Fathers, as Monſ. Barbeyrac And. 
of St. Ambroſe's Offices, be ſpeaks as follows, (a) 
The firſt Book contain d in the ſecond Tome 
©; of St. Ambroſe's Works, is his excellent Trea- 
ie, concerning the Office of Miniſters, or the 
F Duty of Clergymen: He imitated in theſe three 
© Books, the Deſign and Method of Twl)'s Of- 
© fices;; he confirms theſe good Maxims, which 
© that Learned Orator had laid down, and cor- 
© xe&s thoſe. that are imperſect; refutes thoſe 
«that are falſe, and adds ſeveral others which 
< Arc infinitely more excellent, more pure, and 
more ſublime. * And of his Writings in ge- 
neral, he ſays, (6) That tho the Stile of St. 
7 4 Ambroſe i is not always equally lofty, . for he. 


| " {6 Ds Pix's Bader Hitt Fourth. ng. > hs 
Y Ds Pin ibi pay. 232, 233. | 


2 ES "peo: 


— 


— 


(6 5 ) 
ns it (28 = Auſtin obleryes) to the 
of which he treats, ſometimes it is 

— — ſometimes it is very labour d, 
( bas it is always grave, ſerious, and noble; it 


js ſhort, ſententious, and full of Strokes of 


«Wit. The Books that he took Pains: absut, 
are very exact, ſmart, and ingenious, and ad- 
* orned with Figures and Flowers of Rheto- 
<' rick : His other Books, (tho' leſs pobliſſi d, 
* have their Smoothnefs and — His 

ords are choice enough, and his Expreſſi. 
© ons noble; he diverfifies his Matter with a 


_ © wonderful variety of Thoughts and Words, 


© he is ingenious at finding out the moſt natu⸗ 
ral and agreeable Turns of Wit; he does not 
© raiſe great Paſſions, but he diverts and in- 
* ſtruts his Reader, and infinuates himſelf into 
* his Mind and Heart, by ſoft and pleaſant 
Strains: Neither do his Diſcourſes want 
Strength; and he urges a Thing vigorouſly, 
©; when there is Occaſion. As he joyned to- 

« gether, in the Conduct of his Life, a wonder- 
ful Generoſity, and Inflexibility, with all 
ble Prudence and Moderation; ſo he 
new how-to temper, in his Diſcourſe, the 
a : Boldnek and Authority of a Biſhop, with an 
© Air of Sweetneſs and Charity. His Books 
© of Morality are certainly the moſt excellent 
of his Works, and theſe he took much Pains 

about. The Conduct and Policy, which he 
obſeryed in the greateſt part of his Actions 


and Diſcourſes, diſcovers, that he had a Ge- 


Fr fit to manage Great Affairs; and tho 
L "= = 


| 4 ley in Speaking, bouring continually 


ton Reading the Fathers that went before him, 
6 — able to dloharge with Honour all 


S the Place, that he poſlciſed, with Credit. 


Pag. 30. Ct. Jerom forbids all Oache, wh. 


aut exception. 


This Aſſertion is far from being true: For 


| tho'in one Place, (a) he ſays, To Lying and 


©Swearing let thy Tongue be an utter Stran- 
* ger, and have ſo great an Eſteem for Truth, 

+ that whatever thou ſayeſt, it may be as 
*-fatred to thee as an Oath; for our Saviour 
aid to his Diſciples, Swear not at al: 
Net this he reſtrains only to common Conver- 
ſation; ſor it is plain from other parts of his 
Works, that he allowed the Lawfulneſs of 
Qaths,: upon ſome particular Oecaſions. (6) In 
an Epite to St. Auſtin, tho' he mentions his ha- 
ving taken an Oath, yet he does not blame him 
W that een OP in another . Me, 

Ar © r 


+ E4% 4 


Hig. Celantiam is Fami- 
425 i. Op, 12 er gere yes 


he . 


. quejurare Lingua tua prorſus ignoret. &c 


kerb 92. tom. 7. Quod autem juras te adyerſum me librum 
, neque Romam miſiſſe, quem non ſeripſeris, &c, p. fy ; 
on c 5 Ad Pammachium adverſus Errores Pohan, Hiergſal. I 
61. 5. 323. Edit. Plantin. Hieronymus & ij qui cum eo 1 
ſecrets, '-& coram omnibus frequentiſſimè, & ſub uf teſti- 
ficatione ſatis ei ſecerunt, Ac. Hieron. id. ib. ? Fe Ob fo 
Den tefificatione a gicens : Ne kupiconem 4 5 
| ut 


92 „ 1 * 


5 9 
© "Own that he himſelſ had jeyned 


with othets in faking an Oath : Whieli he nes 
ver would have done, had he thought an Oath 
illegal in all Caſes — — or forbid: ull - 
Oaths, without-Exception. And (H cl{ewhete, 
he relates the ſolemn Qaths by which ubs 
Patriarch of Jeruſalem, and Raſnui, did coris 
firm their ris; and the both theſe were 
his Adverſaries, and he finds ſufficient Fault 
with them on that account for ſmall Crimes; yet 
he does not blame them for Sweating, | but 
only for acting inconſiſtently with their Oaths: 
B ib. He forbids . to My Tribute 
10 In Princes. 970 
And ſor this, he quotes his Comment Mc 
the 7th Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel: 


Bur 
as ili Luck would have it, there is not ond 
Syllable in that Chapter, relating to the Pay 


ment of Tribute. we may 

inion in this Point, ſrom other F of 

bis Works: For upon that Plate oſ St Mathew, 
cap. 22. 2. Render umo Ceſar the thinks that. 

are Caſar t: (b) By Cefar, ſuys he, we miſt 

not ſuppoſe that our Saviour meant " Auguſtus, 

* but Tiberius his Son i in Law, who ſiicceeded 


gent Deus teſts el, pervetſis in nos ded a dubbed Suse, 
— ras: no fegen eker ens 


a e R Aol. lib. 2: tow. . Op. Jarae 
Wok” e ad Afros, he rentaliſs, & mii 
confiteor inductum me 2 — 5 & tranſtauliſſe, & | 
libros endem ommia continentes, - quis neſeiſſe ſe jurat 
oy Hitron. Com. in Mat. 22. fem. oy. Sn Bair: Pla- 

© rent id ankam, eben 


r 
L 2 8 8 bim 


learn his Os . 
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© him in the Rowan eee in whoſe Reign 
our Lord was crucified. All the Roman 
© 'Emperours, from Julius Ceſar, who uſurped 
the Government, were called Cæſars. On 
which account, he orders them to render un- 
eng or (who'was an Infidel Prince) his due, 
is, Cuſtom; or 'Fribute : And we find, 
at Chriſt f id Tribute for himſelf and Pe- 
ter. (a) And he ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe, in 
his Comment. upon the 13th to the — 
N But allowing (with the Benedictins,) that 
this Comment upon the 1 3th to the Romans, 
was not Saint Jerome s, put Pelagiuss; yet 
even then, from the Paſſage above cited, from 
his Comment upon Saint Matthew; with Good 
Authority, I may venture to call upon Mon- 
ſieur Barbeyrac, or his Tranſlator, to retract ſo 
. dixeQta Falſhood, as this plainly appears to be. 
Pag. 32. T his is agreat Stain to the M 
of the. Biſbog of Hippo, ( viz. St. Auſtin). That 
after h been for Gentleneſs and Moderation, 
as to the Treatment he obſerved towards Heres 
_ * e e bad with the Dona- 


* 


| 21 "TL 875 Edit Benedifin. p. 926. Cie ann 
conſequentes licet Hieronymo tribuantur in MSS. Cod. Pelagiam ta- 
men, vel ipſi Pelagio, adſeribendi ſunt. In Codice | Bibliothecz 
S. Richerij recenſentur Commentarij Pelagy 1 in 13. Epiſtolas Pauli, 
&iſti ſimiliter in 15 tantum ſcript ſunt. Propterea in quibuſdam 
„ præſixa eſt, his Commentariis Epiſto- 
larum beati-Pauli, quam omnes veteres codices Pel/agio tribuunt. 
Ex hoc certe Primaſius, & Sedulius ſoa tranſcripſero: Qui quum vi- 
derint Peagij Commentarios haud indoctos eſſe, quamvis bæreſi in- 
ſectos, quæ bona erant in ſuos uſus tranſtulerunt. Veriſimile eſt quum 
Pelagij nomen male audiret cunctos in Gallia labe . aſperde 
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tiſts ſo heated him, that he changed from White. 
10 Black, and openly maintained, that Hereticks 
ought to be Perſecuted, and forced to embrace the 
Orthodox. Faith, or elſe to be 2 rooted out; 
which is a very Terrible and Inhuman Opiniun. 
From whatever ſecond-hand Authority our 
Author has taken this, I may venture ſafely to 
Yronounce it a Miſtake ; for there are (a) many 
Epiſtles of St. Auſtin's, where he begs the Fa- 
vour of the Magiſtrates; in Behalf of the Do- 
natiſts convicted of horrid Violences, and ev'n 
of Murders committed on the Orthodox; and 
exhorts them to act agreeably to the great 
Mildneſs and Lenity of the Church: ( He 
23 | W 


a) Auguft. Epift. 158, 159, 160. p. 718, 720, 722. umi. up 

z. 158, 159 Miran 1 
3) Epift. 158. Pena fant illorum, quamvis de tantis fceleri- 

MEE AR rogo te ut præter ſupplicium mortis ſit, & propter 

conſcientiam noſtram, & propter Catholicam manſuetudinem, com- 

mendandam. Ipſe enim fruQtus nobis pervenit conſeſſionis illorum, 

quia invenit Ecclefia Catholica, ubi ſuam erga atrociſſunos. inimi- 1 

cos ſervet, atque exhibeat lenitatem &c. ſoleo enim audire in pote- 

Rate judicis mollire ſententiam. Atque hoc de Clementia Tmpera-* 

torum impetrare curabimus ne paſſiones ſervorum Dei, quz debent 

eſſe in EccleſiaGlorioſz, inimicorum ſanguine dehoneſtentur. fag. © 

139. Edit. Benedif. Fecit hoc B. Auguſtinus ad Proculianum par- 

tis Donatianae ſectarium ſcribens : Qui etiam pro iis rogabat Dona- 

tum Africae Procoſ. ne occiderentur : decere quippe vert religionis 

Cultores, ut a a rope propoſito non recedant vincendi in bono ma- 

lum: & quod alibi ad Cæcilianum præſidem ſeribit, ut tumor ſa- 

crilegæ vanitatis terendo potius ſanetur, quam ultiſcendo reſecetur. 


Itaque in Luculenta illa ad Bomfacium Epiſtola idem ſubdit: In 
hajuſmodi cauſis, ubi per graveis diſſenſionum ſciſſuras non hujus aut 
illius hominis eſt 8 ſed populorum ſtrages jacent, detraben - 
dum eſſe aliquid ſeveritati, & majoribus malis ſanandis Charitate 
ſabveniendum. Quod adeo in Ecclefia obtinuit, ut ea Sententia ſe- 1 
mel atque iterum in Gratiani decretum tranſcripta ſit. 8 gippe ita 
cenſebat vir pio ac miti ingenio, ea mala non aſpere, „at 
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| pleaded, That it would diſhonour oh * 
rings of the Murdeted, to put to Death che 
Anthon ef theo; and if they could find out no. 
other Penalties but Death, — would thereb 
bring Things to that paſd, that the Chek 
(which delighted not in the Blood of her Ad- 
verſaries) wou'd not dare to detnand Juſtide 
them. (a) This was à general Rule, 
t the Church was never to ſeek the Death 
Man. They were content that Chri- 


of an 
ſtian Princes ſhould correct Hereticks, by Ba- 


riſhment, or Pecuniary Penalties, but they were 
fnd their Lives. Agrecable to which, we 
b) Hhacius who perſecuted the Arch-He- 
riſcilkan to Death, condemned on that 
19 755 by the whole Church. 
Pag. 3 3. St. Leo, in the opinion of Aon ſeur 
Du Pin, does not abound much in Points of 
 Moraliy. © 


(c) MonC Du Pin gives a very favourable 


imperige tllels ef magiſque docendo 3 magis 
monendo, quam minando profici: Sicque cum-multitudine peccan- 
rium agendum, ſeveritatem autem exercendam efle in peccata pau- 
Ac fi quando minæ ab iis qui preſunt adhibeantur, id cum 
duav feli oportere, r metum ex Scripturis intentari debe · 
re, nei in in , ſed Deus in eorum ſermone timeatur, ſi- 
cuti in Epiſtola Aurelium Epiſcopum ait. 
Et certe ſi verum amamus in Sacre Antiquitatis vetuſtis omnibus 
t nullum ſupplici de Sectariis 2 Pprobati Exem- 
am extare fateamur eſt, ve priſcam a cruore 
. ſemper abhorruĩſſe. Quod ſi qu accidit, id pii vere 
pi deteſtati ſant, ut in Priſcilliano patuit. Præfat. nan 
- 5 Ka. Londini. 1733. | 
i 48. ad Vincentiam d+ Hare Regatidad. No. 9. 
- $48 Supphicts Severi gar Hift. lib. 2; p. 120. Edit. luv. 1643 


0 Da irs bat un. da. rin c ag. 110. 
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| wil 
Churadter of this Father; The Stile of St. Leo, 
6" (lays he) is polite, and over · elegant; be 
Diſtourſes are made up of Periods: He has a 
Rhiming Cadence of Words, which is very 
wonderful; it is ſwelled with noble Epithets, 
_ * fit Appoſitions, ſuitable Antitheſes, — ad- 
© mirable Ending of Periods; this rendets it 
<;pleaſanc to the Far, and ſets ſuch a Luftre 


LA, 


upon it, ag is dazling and raviſhing. It may 


© be ſaid, That the Church of Rome never had 
more Grandeur, and leſs Pride, than in this 

© Pope's time; The Biſhop of Rome was never 
J more honoured, more conſiderable, and re- 
*: ſpefted, than in this Pope's time, and yet 
never carried himſelf _ more Humility, 
| Wiſdom, Sweetneſs, and Charity. 


Pag. 35. Gregor the Great, aceording 
Mon. Du Pin, is tedious, and ſomewhat er 
lix. in his Explications of Mordlity, 
ſublime in his Allegoreis. | 

But had he given the Full of what Monſieur 
Du Pin ſays, this Father's Character would 

pear much leſs contemptible, and in a much 
better Light: (4) What we have faid of the 

Works of St. Gregory, ſufficiently diſcovers, 
_ © that he had a Genius very proper fog Mora- 
« lity; and that what he compoſed, was an 
« inexhauſtible Fountain of Spiritual and Mo- 
ral Thoughts; he expreſſes them in à very 
© noble manner, "and commonly includes them 
rather in rave Periods, than witty Senten- 


* ces: 


7 ** LE 
o ces: His Words are not very choice,” neither 
; is his Compoſure much ch labonred but it is 


< eaſy, coherent, and always uniform : He has 
7 nothing that is very ſublime, or lively; but 
what he ſays, is truly ſolid : It is full of 
85 'Common-Places, and great Maxims. He is 
90 and ſometimes too long in the Er. 
plieations of Morality; and too ſubtil i in his Al- 


g , 128 
* FN * 
. 1 1 


Phe: in Phat bas 9 ſa, OY m 272 

mow; more than is neceſſary, 1 ew clearly 

the moſt celebrated Doctors Fg Church, Far the 

jſt Six gre gy are very vue r. nh * _ 
7 


What * bein ſaid, were it all true, wy 
an Quoations juſt and exact, (as I have plain- 
155 proved they are not,) is far from ſhewing, 

hat even the Writings of theſe tew Fathers 
are not ſufficiently ſtored with Points of Mo- 
rality: But ſuppoſing that even ſome of theſe - 


M7 


ht be erroneous in Matters of Speculation, 
diſputable Points, in which the Learned 
of this Age are not fully agreed; or that 
ſome few of them might be defective in Points 
of Morality, (as 'tis plain they were not; ) 
Ought this to redound to the Diſcredit of all 
the Fathers? Becauſe. Monſ. Barbeyrac is an 
Enemy to the Fathers, and on a account 
not a little erroneous, and juſtly liable to the 
Cenſure of other Learned and Good Men; 
ought all other Learned Men in'the Foreign 
3 nen who have a juſt Regard 
3 ; for, 
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05 73 0 5 
A pay a ſuitable Deſerence to the Teſti- 5 
2 Opinions of that glorious Army of 
de deemed worthy of Oenſure, om his 
acecunt? If Monſ. 2 was the ieal 
Author of the Book; of which this is a Tran - 
lation, his traducing the Fathers, will not re- 
dound much to his Credit, conſidering from 
what Authors his Book is principally tormed, 
ſuch as Monſ. Le Clerk; Monl. Bayle, and Men 
of ſuch Complexions, whoſe Errors and Fal- 
ſhoods (even in this very Point) have been ſuf- 
fieiently confuted. But ſuch Writers neither 
trouble their Heads about con ſuted or exploded 
Opinions; for, provided they can impoſe them 
with $ucceſs' upon their credulous Readerr, 
thinic themſelves ſufficiently recompen- 
fed, for all the le x they are at in details 
ing of Scandal. 
Pag 3 ede 1e ae bf the Naben, "0nd 
need do bel, but take any Father, and open the 
— — ee — 5 
hread dt 3 4s for 
inſtance, St. — 8 5 — the Pialme. 
In order to judge either of our Author's Mo- 
rality, or Skill in the Fathers, one need do no 
more than open any part of this doughty Per- 
formance, which will ſufficiently detect his Im- 
morality,and Unskilfulneſs'in a Point, of which 
he takes upon him (with little or no Know- 
ledge) to judge. Tis very ſhocking to conſider, 
to what 4 120 pitch of Aſſurance, ſome Men's 


dey corny ll Principles, or Ignorance will car- 


them, by making them give a N | 


* 


agment upon What they How's na 
3 , 


* 


 fateor, longè major eſt 


. * 
(4) Monſ. Du Pin ſays, That tho! this Work 


o St. Auſtin's cannot paſs for a very good 
Comment upon the Pſalms; yet it may be 
Hook d upon as a wonderful Collection of Chri- 

« ftianand Moral Notions. And in (6) ano- 
— ſpeaking of the Writings of St. Au- 


— —— he ſays, That he was a Man 


of great Extent, great Exactneſs, and great 
& — of Mind: His Reaſonings were very 
.<:ftrong: His ordivary Method was, to lay 
dun extenſive Principles; from which he 
c draw an infinite; Number of Conſequences; 
ſo that all the Points of Doctrine have a great 
connexion with one another: And tho he ad- 
vanced ſeveral Opinions that were only proba- 
ble, yet he does it moderately, and with much 
Prudence, without endeavouring to oblige 
© others to embrace his Opinions without Ex- 
„ amination. And a learned (c) Author has de- 
fended this Part of St. Auſtin's Works. And 
(A0) Monſ. Dall conſeſſes, That St. Auſtin was 


2 Perſon oſ Moderation, and one, who always 


< ſhews towards the Divine Writers the greateſt 
KReverence and Regard, and ſpeaks of their 
Senſe and Stile with wonderful Admiration. 
1 Serre (e) he ner gang have, rooms. cau- 
tious 


: (a) Da Pats Bede Hi of im c N 173. 

_ (8), Ui. pag. 206. 

(e] Deſenſio S. Juguftini adverl. Pherehon, 172, 113. 

( Dail. de Vero Uſi Patrum, pag. 280. Edit. Gu. Auguſlinr 

10; ubique enim ut par eſt ſummam 
divinarum Scripturarum Auclores teſtatur reverentiam, neque 

enim unquam de eorum do, wel 4 nift eum bo reg admira- 


or 2 
pag. 28 1, 4005 VIE. FL * 2 U iet ey di 


writ afirnat lax 1 2 
; S -, 


> | N 


er 
_ < tious Man, and free from Raſhneſs, and tobe 
one Who was v of that great 
Eſteem, which he had obtained - y his im- 
8 mortal Writings; to which he would have 
added very much, had he been always Uni- 
ſorm in his Deter minations. Nay, tho' our 
Learned Author finds ſault with him, for being 
deſective in Points of Morality; yet : tis evident 
enough to every one who is converſant in his 
Writings, that a compleat Syſtem of-Morality 
might be drawn from them, by any: Perſon, 
who had Abilities, and was at Leiſure to Un- 
dertake ſuch a Work. einne nun. Fi ' 
Pag. 44. K. Cyril Patriarch of Alexandria, 
Was, in the — nn, n Ambr- 
mrs, Violent Man. 10 75 42.3 5 
I cannot really think that Abbot Du Pinde- 
Gened him any ſuch Character; for he gives 
us an Inſtance of his 1 and — 


« That he look d upon Enemy, 
© and would not ——ů — him. 
St. Cyril: ſor all this wrote a very courteous: 
Letter to him, yet without A of 
his Doctrine, which ſhews him not to be the 
Violent Man he is here repreſented; * Nor 
does (a) Photius give bim any ſueh Character: 
eds immediate affiatos, in Scripeuris vertendis, be. Non poſſuin 
tamen diſſimulare ipſuw, ad in m illam & præclatiſſimam exi- 


ſti mationem quam immortalibus ingenii ſui monumentis ſibi merito 


vit multum adjecturum fuiſſe, © is ee eee 
Jecitendis, rmior, & conſtantior fillet. J'S 


3) Da Pins Eceleſ. Hiſt. wile FR Cramer, Fr 0 
12 Pbotii Bibliothec. dah. Fa. #5 = 2 
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| 6 16) ) | 
"'$ n a Deteſidt of He- 
_ $2refy;:andionthataccount vigorouſly oppoſed 
_ +:theHerely, of Neſtoriws. And (a) Nicephorus 
£:galls/bim the Divine St. Gyrel. ? 50 
Goda, an Editor of Saint Cyrid's | orks, 
highly in his Praiſe, and — us, 
hat ha was ſo ſet upon doing che Church of 
Ehriſt Service, That he relaxed very little 
rom his Cares ; nor did he indulge to him- 
£-ſelithe leaſt Eaſe from his: Labours; He did 
not flick at any Hazards, where he might, 
- 4by bis Authority, Example, Writing, or 
© Preaching, preſerve his Flock in 
| «mitt ghi/Catholick Church; 'that be might re- 
preſs ſeditious and blaſphemous Opinions, 
or oppoſe and bring over, Hereticks, by the 
Mildneſs of his r; and that he — 
£ by his Gounſel and Advice, contribute to the 
3 — of the Church Catholick, from the 
many Difficultics and with which it 
| 5 as embarraſſed. For there ſprung up in that 
Age, abundance of monſtrous Horeticks, 
<, who were deſirous of ſpreading their Hereti- 
*.cal „ Harveſt, Eunomius, 
Ariuc, us Sumoſatenus, Neſtorius, pol. 
*, liars, and Maceaunius; — 'which Mon- 
ſterz, this Champion of Chriſt exerted his ut - 
I moſt Diligence, that he might conquer theſe 
Enemies of Chriſtianity with the Sword of 


the Spirit. And (c) in another Place, he 


Mites" him the moſt Eminent Doctor of the 


Church, and the Clary of the . — his o n 
ee ee 224 DD Drives 705 . Op. Gy Cyril. 
ii a 
Edit, Ca 3 6 Do He . * % 
ime 


"1 Fabien WhO 


, (v7) 
Time: You will find none in theſe rie 
bo ſhandle the Sacred Writ with equal 
cautiouſly avoids ſuſ- 
_ + pedded Opinions, or {fuck as are not tenable; 

. who; in every part of his Writings, diſplays 
© the: Chriſtian Biſhop, breathes nothing but 
Mildneſs and-Clemency, and mixes the Au- 
wry thority of the Biſhop, with the Mildneſs-and + 
10 Lenity of the Chriſtian. Nay (a) Gema- 

diu gives him almoſt ä My and 
lays, —— the Artifices of 
* Neftorins, and fully expoſed them to publick 
View. And — all, if I may be permitted 
to gueſs at the Reaſon why Moni. Barbeyrac 
treats this Father in this — manner, 
it is this, becauſe he wrote ſo admirable a De- 
ſence of the Chriſtian Religion, in Confutation of 
| the horrid Blaſphemies of the Apoſtate Julian. 
Pag. 45. A celebrated Pagan Philoſopheſ(s, 
40 tia, was the Vidtim which the Par- 


the Biſhop ſacrificed to the Manes 
4 —— cruelly torn in pieces, <4 


ti ans 
The Martyr 
cauſe ſhe tony ne of incenſing the CO 


againſt the Prelate St. Cyril. fi 

Tho this is part of Du Pins Account, yet 
there i is ſomething wanting to compleat it, and 
to ſet the Character of that Great Prelate i in a 
true light. (6) No becauſe Oreftes the Go- 
_ © yernour of Alexandria (ſays he) went often 
to ſee Hypatia, it was imagined that ſhe was 
the Perſon who cheriſhed him in an Averſion 
(a) Gd. Catakg. Mlaſrium Virerum inter Op. Gens Hieron.. 


" OE 
tmn. ix. 214. Edit. Antwerp. In quo omnia Neſtorii occulta 
pow rol — confutantur. 


1) Du Pan's Reder f of the fh Ou pax 27. 
*+ 4 © which 


( 75 9 
Which he had ko wald: the Biſhop: Some of | 
the Seditious, ," headed'by"a certain Leader, 
"REP her, as ſhe returned home, and 
d her through the Streets, and cut her 
« id thouſand pieces. This is not only 
« related by Sorrates, but atteſted by Damuf 
© cius, who in the Life of Jfdoye the Philoſopher 
« defcribes the tragical Neath of this Illuſtrious - 
«Woman, ee O ril as the Author 
of it.” But we muͤſt not believe that Hiſto- 
tian: St. Cyril was no ways coheerned in her 
Death; thefe were ſome ſeditious Perſons, 
that took the Opportunity of the Diviſion 
between Him and Oreſtes, to commit this 
Cẽcruel Murder. (2) The Learned - Photius 
will let us into the Character of Damaſcius the 
Reporter of this Story : As to what relates to 
© pa +. rock (ſays he) Damaſcius is highly im- 
pious, and filled bis Diſcourſes with trifling 

Old Wives Fables; he frequently attacks 
the Chriſtian Religion with the utmoſt Ma- 
levolence, and ſticks not to bark againſt it.” 
(2) Nay, St. Cyril's Character has lately been 

very well defended, and: He entirely cleared 
from being any ways coneerned in that bloody 

Fact, and this celebrated Philoſopheſs proved to 
have been no better than an inſamous Froſti- 

tuto and Strumper. S t 
Pag. 46. Serletos Bybeye }fthe Fifth Century, 
0 cus per ſcruted for Nefatianiſm (viz. Ethe- 
rius Biſbop of Tyana) ſpeaks of it I paſs over 

% Photii Bibliotbec. pag. 408. iss à r fi e 7 9 . 
eee, x26) 5 n (com yurrar . ent T's Toy wh od 
ru Mus r Anpw ring, 

Ip * of Hypatia, by Mr. Lewis ori Teland, 1721. 
Nack in 
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48 16 (790 75 
in ſilence (ſays he) the Chains, Dungeons, Con- 
fiſcations, Marks of Infamy, Maſſacres deſerving 
the higheſt Compaſſion ; the Enormity of which is 
fo great, that euen ſuch as have: had the Miſ- 
fortune to be Witneſs of them, can ſcarce believe. 

them «credible : Al theſe Ti n N g's 


92 — that this, Acrgunt is taken 
_—_ from Etherius, yet he calls him a Ne- 
| And if he really was fo, twas no 
5 if he ſalls ſoul upon the Orthodox Bi- 
ſhops of thoſe Times. (a) Dr. Cave tells us, 
That he was a bitter Enemy to St. Oyril of 
65 Alexandria, and was the Principal Inſtru- 
ment in his Condemnation, at the Council 
_ © of Epbeſus: That he was à particular Friend, 
© to Neſftorivs : And tho' it is not apparent 
that he was of that Hereſy, yet he n. 
©. took his Part, when under Perſecution. 
And Da Fin makes this Obſervation upon 
the Account which Monſ. Barbeyrac here gives 
us; ( That it is not a late Invention; for, 
© Perſons who are not willing to forſake their 
*; Errours, to make thoſe charitable Severities, 
© which are made uſe of to recover them, to 
© paſs for inſupportable Violences, and unheard: 
of Cruelties; by aggravating them, and re- 
pꝑreſenting them in ſuch an odious manner, 
Nas is proper to ſtir up Indignation.?* 
Pag. 48. St. Irenæus, in the Opinion of Pho-: 


a) Hi Literar. Vol. i. p. 329. Pertinax Cyrilli Hoſtis, 
4 ac in Conciliabulo e 


[ 

| Unicus vero amicus, cujus tamen and m ſecutus vide - 
tur, ſed ejus tantum partes ſoviſſe, quod falſo inſimulatum | 
crederet. ®(b) Ds YEA. Hiſt der Century, pag. 48. | 


; e 5 tus, 


xx wen} 
tius, bas c. 


\ 


—— 


Application to ths — 


orrupted, Brenge mile Reaſdning 
3 Trah ofthe cf 
theCburch, _; 


-\ Photius m bo fach thing” 0 He tells 
us, indeed, That there are ſeveral Tracts 
60 2 about in Irenæuss Name, in which 
* the Truth of the Church's Opinion ſeſſilis to 
ec de edlour d ovet with fallacious Reaſonings. 
By which he ſeems plainly to intimate, that 
theſe were not the Genuine Works of that Fa - 
ther, and of conſequence, Photius could nov 
have ſuch an a arms of him. 
oy tots whe roar 
ceſtaſtic ne" is ly - 
Four ron ry well as Neu = ; where 
one meets with the Latin Word r _ 
CONT CIO | e 


ſor the Proof of this, he quotes bis 
27th Epiſtle; in which, IL think Lmay take up- 
on me to affirm; That the Word Diſciplina is 
uſed but once, and that in the following man- 
ner: (6) Since my former Letter, wherein 
- atquainted you, my beloved Brethren, with 
the Courſe of my Miniſtry, and with my 
oper Bufineſs oſ my 
pline of it, there 


Church, and to the 


_— has ſtarted a freſh — which I have 


0 


. it expedient to communicate unto 
you. Which is far from ſhewing, that in 
the Epiſtle reſerred to, he has uſed the Word, 
e Photii 9 2 301. Leak dd re e 3 
nene. * 1. 22 gie ; 


ee Big dean quan 
„ qvod ee pſu fer 


© a 


4 &. » 1 s * n A 4 * ? . 
o nad 4 dls Fx n 9 e F ITE L n Jag * $4 N N 4 A * OY, FU _ * _ Y 
: 7 * * 1 3 1 1M , _—- 5 _—_ * -, "£4 A of yy * ien a7. 4.4, & * * 8 — 1 1 N 
4 7 * Ty g * 7 * Y * 
1 * WY 9 * Fr 18 * * N 1 s, * 2 * E. pay 0 \ Fas 5 : . 
ow „ 7 7 : a. T 91 * 4 LEE) — 4 * by = 
Foe! 1 a . n T = * ** 1 11 > n ed Y W 
5 n 5 o& 


wy 


withoor edi to 83 nces, as out A. 5 
thor. ignorantly,: tho confidently, 'afficms. 18 
Pag. 61. I am weary of nanu ſo many 
| Things, as they are injudicious ; there is enough 
already, to paint to the Life the An that 
we are treating of. 

I think he may very well be both weary. 
and aſhamed of inſerting ſo many Falſhoods; 
and palming them upon the World, as real 

| 5 ruths: And 1 have detected, I think, in this 

Pamphlet, what is ſufficient to ſet forth our 
Author in his proper Colours, and plainly to 

rove him, as Ignorant of the Fathers, as he is 
Malicious: and that he has ſcarce made out one 
fingle Article, of that pompous Charge drawn | 
up againſt Them in his Wicke Page 8 0 

Pag. ib. I have de fence choſen Exam ples, | 
that have been, already produced, which are 40 
be met with in Books that are very common. | 

But if he had acted the Part of a fairhful, 
and generous Adverſary, he would not have 
3 — Things ſo much upon Truſt; eſpecially 
from ſuch inſamous Detailers of Scandal, as he 
has too much traded withal ; but wou'd have 
proved the 0 of the Fathers directly froni 
their own Writings, and not from ſuch as are 
ſworn Enemies to the Fathers, and every thihg 
elſe that is Good, and have, with Deſign, both 
Miſquoted and Miſapplied them. ” 

Pag. ib. Can any one, conſiſtently with . 
 dour . Sincerity, regard the Fathers, as Men 
very Judicious, and very Knowing, after al we 
have cited from their Works? ©. + 
Tes, any one may do ſo; who conſiders! in 
hoy f falſe and fallacious a Manner he has "owe 
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E , itz in a way not conſiſtent with Common 
Senſe, Common Honour, or evn Common Ho- 
neſty: His Interpretations being entirely Difa- 

Steeable and Foreign to the known Rules, and 


\ ethods of Interpreting. . 1 
Pag. 67. After what we have ſaid,” of the 


little Care the Doctors of the Church, of the frſt : 


[ox Cemturies, took to cultivate Morality, it would 
2 be eee to run over the following Ages, in 
dach Ignorance and Corruption increaſing more 


_ they ſcarce left any ſpark of good Senſe or Vertue, 
eſpecrally Rh, alfa. g LESS 
Some Part of this is ſo groſsly ſcandalous, 
that the very naming of it will be ſufficient 
to the Judicious Reader, to give him a true 
Taſte of Monſ. Barbeyrac's Affection to Eccle- 


faftitks ; in Reviling of whom, be has ſpent 


ear 70 Pages. 'To which the following Paſ- 
— of Du Pin may be reckoned a compleat 
Anſwer, with which 1 ſhall Conclude : (a] 
+ © The Morality of the Goſpel (ſays he) has 

© been as immutable as its Doctrine: But it 

© has moreover this Advantage, that tho' there 

* have been abundanee of Wicked and Lewd 
. Chriſtians in the World, be lived in 4 
manner contrary to the Rules of Evangelical 

« Morality ; yet there were never any Perſons 
found, in all Antiquity, ſo raſh as to over- 
c. throw the Rules of this Morality, or to e- 


- 


« ſtabbſh Maxims oppoſite to it. For there 
was ſcarce ever any Diſpute in the Church, 
« or any different Sentiments about the Que- 


Won of Morality. They followed the Pre- 


| * . a . „ 
fe] De Piss Ecclel. Hiſt, of the Third Century, pag. 204. 
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more, arrived at length to ſuch a pitch, that 
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© cepts of the Gol] 1 3 the Latter," 


and exhorted all the Faithful. to imitate the 
' Life of Jeſus Chriſt, as a Model of what they 
were to obſerye. I ſhou'd never have done, 
if I ſhould endeayour to heap together all the 
Principles, or Heads of Morality, that were to 
be found in the Authors ofthe three firſt Ages ; 
it is fufficient to ſay, That they not only | 
carried the Profeflors of Chriſtianity to ob- 
ſerve the Precepts of the Decalogue, and the 
Natural Law; but they likewiſe recommend- 
ed to them the embracing the Perfection of 
. the Chriſtian Morality. They maintain d, 
* that the moſt agreeable Sacrifice that cou d be 
« offer'd to God, was, To give him a Contrite 
c Heart; : Thati it was neceſſary to love him a- 
© boye all Things, in order to be Juſt : That 
* thoſe who were influenc'd only by a Prin- 
© ciple of Servile Fear, were not really Up- 


e 


A 


- 6 2 


c gt, that we ought to Die and Suffer all 


< imaginable Puniſhments, rather than be guil- 

1 ty 5 of any thing, that might give the World 
* occaſion to believe that we have renounced 
or deſpiſed the Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt : 


That 8 ought to love our Neighbour as out 


« ſelves, and aſſiſt and help him; to wiſh Ul to 
© no Body; to render Good for Evil, and pray 
« for thole tag perſecuted us. T hey exhorted 
* the Faithful to Bye large Alms, to Viſit, the 
Poor, to Comfort the Sick, and thoſe at. 
« were Impriſoned on the account of Religi 
They recommended to the Conſideration of 
f thoſe Chri ſtians that were Ric ich, and Power- 
« ful, to employ the Superfluity of their For- 
c tunes in theſe N Duties; ad} ta 


* 


3 


© yitets: 
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i . Ka 1 FO Who 7 Wedded to * 
„They taught the, That they were obliged, 


| ny not. only to avoid Criminal Pleaſures, ſuch 


9 Debauchery; : or thoſe that were danger- 
«ous, ſuch as the Pablick Shows, and Come-, 
dies; "but alſo 
Ano other End, bat the meer Enteftkiti ment 
hp the Senſes; That they ought to content 


. themſelves with what was neceſſary, with- 


. out 4 ſolicitous Purſuit after” ſuch Things 
TY ſerved only for Pleaſure or Luxury; That 
c Chriſtian Women ought to be extremely 
„ "Modeft i in their Garb, and Dreſs. They com- 
manded all Perſons, of whatſoeyer Condition, 


to be Obedient to all Emperours, Magiſtrates, 


and Secular Powers: They exhorted Wives to 
© Love their Husbands, and Husbands to Che- 
< fiſh their Wives; Children to obey their Fa- 
« thers and Mothers. and Parents to take Care of 
© their Children, and reprchend them without 


" < Bitterneſs: They admoniſh'd the Faithful to 


e be Submiſſi ve to their Paſtors, and the Paſtors 
40 have a great deal of Charity and Zeal 
« for their Flock. In a Word, they preſcribed 


all the Rules and Holy Maxims of the Goſ- 


e pel,, to the Obſervation of Chriſtians, and 
exhorted them to lead a Life conformable 
c to them. But, what is moſt to be admired, 
this excellent Syſtem of Morality was not 
© only to'be and! in the Writings of the Firſt 
« Chriſtians, but it appear d and glitter'd in 


their Lives and Actions. We: Say not great 


© Thangs, (days one of the Ancients,) but we 


5 er "chem; Noa magna lquimur, ſed: Vi- 
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all unprofitable Pleaſüres, that | 
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5 . 029149 
FT E R this Second Edition of my. Af. 
ſwer to Monſieur Rartheyrac's Morality 
of the Fathers was printed off, I met with 
the New Edition of his $renth Pufendorf, pub- 
liſh'd at Amſterdam, in Two Volumes in 
| Quarto, 1734. In the Perufal of his-Prefiice, 
containing his Laſt Thoughts on the: Mor dlity 
of the Fathers, I propoſed ſome Pleaſhre to 
myſelf, hoping to meet with a Retractation 
the many Miſtakes in his former Edition, 
or Editions, (by which he might in ſome mea- , 
ſare have obviated ſeyeral of Dr. Waterland's 
; Objections, as well as my own, ) together with 
an Anſwer to Father Ceillier's Book; for he 
| ſeems to inſinuate as much in his laſt Per- 
' formance, where he has been fo very free 
with Dr. Waterland's Character. But, to my 
great Diſappointment, I found nothing of 
what I looked for; not a Word of Anſwer 
to Ceillier, though in bis (a) Margin he refers 
to ſomething of that Kind, publiſhed ſome 
Years ago. No pirticular Notice of what 
M. Budde had ſo juſtly animadverted upon, 
and cenſurec im his Mage. Not a ſingle 
Error retracted, is: far a have obſerved, un- 
leſs his leaving out his former Charge againſt 


2 93 5 


e Pref. du le Droit de Ia Nature, et Des Gens, p. 28. 

1 3 _ -(8) Buddei Iſagoge Hiftorico-Theologica, Vol. I. p. 620, Cc. 
1: differ, 17279 : 

© | Athenagoras, 
© | | 
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APPENDIX. 


- ; "= ((e) That be ſeem d to 1 the 
= Worſop of ; Angels,) may be deem'd a Retrac- 
Þ ratiod © Nor any Thing advanced in this New _ 
F P that « in the leaſt affect, either 
3 Dri: Vaterland or myſelf. And had 1 fren 1 
5 beſore this Pamphlet was finiſhed, nothing in 

it (as. I conceive)! would have given me the 
Pleaſure of altering my Opinion concerning 
M. Barbeyrac, or of ſtriking out any T bing 
2 1 have — in Anſwer to his Morality 15 


-4 
« 
o 
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M wr 1 ee M.. . ſays of aun in ch New 
4 Edition of his Preface, is as follow: Pref. du Traducteur, p. 28. 
3 | 1 condemne les Secondes Noces, & les Appelle un | 


4 banner Adakere. U a en Rm des idees fort outrees ſur PU 
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